The Other Press, February 7, 2012 by unknown
1News.
2Anyone can get published in The Other Press! 
Just email your story to the appropriate section 
editor from the list on the right. Please send 
your file as an MS Word .doc file.
The weekly deadline for submissions 
to section editors is  Thursday  by 12:00 a.m. 
for publication the following Monday. Time-
sensitive articles (weekend news, sports, and 
cultural reviews) will be accepted until Saturday 
at noon and can be submitted to the editor at 
editor@theotherpress.ca. All submissions will be 
edited for clarity and style. 
The Other Press will pay $50.00 to any 
contributor who writes, and successfully has 
published, a feature article of at least 1,200 
words. Also, The Other Press will pay $50.00 
for every five issues a contributor is published 
in on a per semester basis. 
The Other Press holds weekly staff 
meetings at 6:00pm on Mondays in room 
1020 at Douglas College’s New Westminster 
campus. All interested students are welcome!
EDITOR IN CHIEF 
Cody Klyne
editor@theotherpress.ca
ASSISTANT EDITOR
Sharon Miki
assistant@theotherpress.ca
BUSINESS MANAGER
Angela Szczur 
accounting@theotherpress.ca
PUBLIC RELATIONS MANAGER
Stephanie Trembath
publicrelations@theotherpress.ca
DISTRIBUTION MANAGER
Chris Paik
distribution@theotherpress.ca
ADVERTISING MANAGER
Ashlee Cichon
advertising@theotherpress.ca
NEWS EDITOR  
Dylan Hackett  
news@theotherpress.ca
ARTS EDITOR
Angela Espinoza 
arts@theotherpress.ca 
LIFE & STYLE EDITOR  
Laurel Borrowman
lifeandstyle@theotherpress.ca
OPINIONS EDITOR
Jacey Gibb
opinions@theotherpress.ca
SPORTS EDITOR
Josh Martin
sports@theotherpress.ca
HUMOUR EDITOR
Liam Britten
humour@theotherpress.ca
STAFF WRITERS
Allie Davison
David Hollinshead
Eric Wilkins
LAYOUT MANAGER   
Brian Yoo   
layout@theotherpress.ca
GRAPHICS
Timothy Arndt 
graphics@theotherpress.ca
CONTRIBUTORS
Arshy Mann (CUP)
Aubri Galano
Dominique Leclair
Jenn Markham
Joel MacKenzie
Kealy Doyle
Keating Smith
Livia Turnbull
Natalie Serafini
WHO WE ARE
The Other Press has been Douglas College’s student 
newspaper since 1976. Since 1978 we have been an 
autonomous publication, independent of the student 
union. We are a registered society under the Society Act 
of British Columbia, governed by an eight-person board 
of directors appointed by  and from our staff. Our head 
office is located in the New Westminster campus.  
The Other Press is published weekly during the fall 
and winter semesters, and monthly during the summer. 
We receive our funding from a student levy collected 
through tutition fees every semester at registration, and 
from local and national advertising revenue. The Other 
Press is a member of the Canadian University Press 
(CUP), a syndicate of student newspapers that includes 
papers from all across Canada.  
The Other Press reserves the right to choose what we 
will publish, and we will not publish material that 
is hateful, obscene, or condones or promotes illegal 
activities. Submissions may be edited for clarity and 
brevity if necessary. All images used are copyright to 
their respective owners. 
NEWS SUBMISSIONS
news@theotherpress.ca
ARTS SUBMISSIONS
arts@theotherpress.ca
LIFE&STYLE
lifeandstyle@theotherpress.ca
OPINIONS SUBMISSIONS
opinions@theotherpress.ca
SPORTS SUBMISSIONS
sports@theotherpress.ca 
FEATURE ARTICLES
editor@theotherpress.ca
Room 1020 – 700 
Douglas College    
Royal Avenue  
New Westminster, BC
V3L 5B2
TELEPHONE:  604.525.3542
Student Newspaper of  
Douglas College
PUBLISHED SINCE 1976  
NEWS
Corporate tax breaks: what’s really to gain?
Ice up for the showdown: 
Vancouver’s Cupcake Throwdown
When is extreme too extreme?
Simple invertebrate or corporate advertisement?
Dylan Hackett, pg. 05
Allie Davison, pg. 08
Keating Smith, pg. 21
Joel MacKenzie, pg. 23
LIFE&STYLE
Surviving Valentine’s Day as a solo act
Livia Turnbull, pg. 11
SPORTS
ARTS
OPINIONS
Reaction to a Day of Action: we are not alone
Jacey Gibb, pg. 16
FEATURE
Are all Douglas degrees created equal?
Cody Klyne & Dylan Hackett, pg. 12 -13
HUMOUR
3LETTITOR.
To sleep, perchance, to dream
Zombie editor invades The Other Press
So lately, I’ve had a lot of time to think while laying in bed, not sleeping. While this state of concentrated thought might sound reasonable and even productive, it’s become something of an  issue for me over the last few weeks. It’s a paradox that I’m sure many people have found 
themselves facing on more than one occasion: I’m tired, I’m going to go to sleep, I can’t sleep, I’m tired, I’m 
going to try to go to sleep again, I can’t sleep... etc. It’s not that I, or anyone else in this situation, don’t want to 
sleep—I’m perpetually exhausted unless you’ve caught me immediately following a cup of coffee—it’s that I can’t. 
Now, it’s not quite as bad as it sound—like many others, I’ve learned to function in this exhausted state—it’s just 
that well, personally, I’m kinda sick of it. A regular sleep schedule is something I’ve never been good at maintaining—
predominantly due to red wine, computer games, and friends—so, I cracked open the old Google search bar and decided to 
take a look into “alternative” sleep schedules as well as tricks to help catch the Zs you need. Note: The Other Press in no way 
supports or approves of any of the following. Cody Klyne however, is desperate and willing to try anything.
The Uberman cycle. Things with “uber” in the name are generally ridiculously awesome, ridiculously foreign (should an umlaut be 
present), or ridiculously lame. This cycle seems to nail all three points. Anyway, the core Uberman premise revolves around a clock 
consisting of 22 waking hours broken up by a 20 to 30 minute nap every four. People who are actually able to maintain this cycle have 
reported generally positive repercussions (i.e. being healthy, more productive, energized, having intense dreams). Where this cycle, 
and any other “alternative” cycle seem to generally be viewed as unmanageable is for the fact that while you’re awake and doing your 
thing day in and day out at 3 a.m. the rest of the world around you is fast asleep. Also for the fact that, if you miss a nap, you become a 
zombie. For more zaniness—I say this because for a monophasic sleeper such as myself, sleeping for 20 minutes at a time is certifiably 
zany—check out www.highexistence.com/alternate-sleep-cycles (I also recommend going here if you haven’t the foggiest idea what I 
meant what I said “monophasic”).
Lucid dreaming. I’ve had friends take to the task of training themselves to lucid dream in the past with mixed results. Essentially, 
your dreams become like the Matrix movies and you know kung-fu. Seriously though folks, lucid dreaming is the act of knowing 
you’re dreaming while you’re dreaming.  As you can imagine, there are a number of potential health benefits to controlling your 
dreams as opposed to having your dreams control you. No more night terrors; no more sleep walking down the hall of your 
apartment building in the buff; no more problems (unless that’s what you’re setting out to accomplish, in which case bring on 
the terrors).
These final two points of interest are probably the most avant-garde in nature and as such are not for those readers 
who are faint-of-heart: eating right and getting exercise. A disturbing revelation, I know, but here at The Other 
Press we believe in exploring every nook and cranny, regardless of the consequences and potential physical 
and mental improvements tied therein. For more information on the positive effects of eating right, put 
down the pizza and pick up an apple. For more information on the benefits of exercise, go for a walk.
Later days, 
 
Cody Klyne 
Editor in chief
The Other Press
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By David Hollinshead, Staff Writer 
Metro Vancouver boasts about its beauty, and has a right to, but the scenery 
comes at a steep cost. According to 
the 8th annual Demographia survey, 
Metro Vancouver is now ranked the 
second least affordable area to buy 
a home in the world, beaten only by 
Hong Kong. 
The survey rated 325 major cities 
in Canada, the United Kingdom, 
the United States, Australia, New 
Zealand, and Hong Kong. This was 
a huge drop for Vancouver, which 
ranked 15th in the 2006 survey with a 
median multiple of 6.6.
Using the “median multiple,” 
the survey measures the 
affordability of not only metro 
areas, but suburbs as well, by 
dividing the median home price 
by the median household income. 
Vancouver’s multiple was a 10.6, 
nearly an entire point less than 
Hong Kong, means that it would 
take nearly a decade for a typical 
family to pay off the cost of a 
home. The Demographia has a 
cut off of 5.0 before it is deemed 
“unaffordable,” which Vancouver 
more than doubles; Vancouver 
more than triples the 3.0 cut off for 
an affordable area. 
The rest of the Canadian 
cities didn’t fare any better, with 
Abbotsford at 7.0, Victoria at 6.8, 
Kelowna at 6.6, Toronto at 5.5, and 
Montreal at 5.1. 
Several U.S. cities were also 
deemed extremely unaffordable, 
such as New York and San 
Francisco, but at lower ratios 
between 5.0 and 7.0. Still, most of 
the cities that are affordable are 
from the states. 
RBC Economics, which tracks 
the affordability of houses based 
on a typical resident’s ability to 
qualify for a mortgage on a typical 
home, warned that “extreme 
unaffordability appears to be 
driving local buyers away.”
 Economist Helmut Pastrick 
asserts that Vancouver is an 
expensive place to live, but also 
claims that the Demographia 
study might be amplifying Metro’s 
affordability problems by not 
accounting for the impact of high-
priced homes in more desirable 
areas skewing the results for 
more affordable areas like Surrey, 
Langley, and the Tri-Cities. 
Pastrick predicts that “The 
long-term upward trend in land 
prices will continue” and that 
people will start renting old condos 
more. 
Affordability or beauty? 
Metro Vancouver among least affordable world cities
Students more than pay off tuition subsidies through 
future tax revenue: study
CCPA finds that future income tax from university graduates is greater than cost of degrees
By Arshy Mann 
CUP Western Bureau Chief
VANCOUVER (CUP) — A new 
study argues that students aren’t 
the freeloaders that some might 
believe them to be.
“Paid in Full: Who Pays for 
University Education in B.C.,” 
published by the Canadian Centre 
for Policy Alternatives (CCPA), has 
found that British Columbians with 
a post-secondary degree contribute 
more to the public coffers through 
future income taxes than it would 
cost taxpayers to entirely pay for 
their entire degrees now.
“There seems to be a 
conventional wisdom ... that 
students are subsidized and they 
should stop complaining about 
high tuition fees because really 
taxpayers pay for their education,” 
said Iglika Ivanova, an economist 
with the CCPA and the author of 
the report.
“But because [post-secondary 
graduates] earn more money, they 
end up paying more taxes. The 
question is how much more do they 
pay in taxes and is that enough 
to cover the upfront costs of their 
degree.”
In the study, Ivanova compared 
how much it costs to fund a 
four-year degree to the expected 
lifetime income tax contributions 
of a university graduate. The 
higher earnings of degree-holders 
combined with lower rates 
of dependence on welfare or 
employment insurance meant that 
students more than end up end up 
paying their own way.
“A lot of people, when you talk 
about lowering tuition fees, think 
you’re saying you want to subsidize 
education,” said Ivanova. “But 
you’re not really subsidizing it. 
They pay.”
According to her findings, 
governments could cover the entire 
cost of tuition twice-over and 
would still be getting a bargain.
The CCPA study didn’t take 
into account the various other ways 
that degree-holders contribute to 
the economy, such as by paying 
higher consumption taxes, 
contributing to economic growth 
and through innovation.
Ivanova embarked on the 
project in order to update a 
previous CCPA study done by UBC 
economist Robert Allen in 1998, 
which came to a similar conclusion.
She was interested if Allen’s 
findings still held at a time that 
tuition rates increased substantially 
and British Columbians were 
paying less in taxes.
“Some people have speculated 
that we have so many graduates 
now [and] that university education 
isn’t what it used to be. Maybe it no 
longer has a payoff for students,” 
she said.
“But by and large we continue 
to find that almost every field of 
study including things that you 
would think have no practical 
value, like humanities, pay for 
themselves.”
There was only one discipline 
that didn’t cover its own cost — 
visual arts — and that’s because 
artists tend to earn considerably 
less than their peers in other 
professions.
Ivanova went on to argue that 
because many prospective students 
experience “sticker shock” when 
confronted with the high cost of a 
university degree, they may decide 
to pass on higher education and 
that governments are therefore 
missing out on the potential tax 
revenue.
“So why are we putting barriers 
to education for so many people 
by having high tuition fees instead 
of making sure that everyone who 
wants to can get an education and 
contribute to society?” she said.
Zach Crispin, the chairperson 
for the B.C. wing of the Canadian 
Federation of Students (CFS) 
argued that decision-makers should 
take heed of this study.
“I would definitely hope that 
[governments] would take a look at 
the data that’s been presented here 
by the CCPA and at least choose to 
freeze and work towards reducing 
tuition fees in the short term and 
really think fully about getting 
rid of financial barriers to post-
secondary education,” he said.
He also pointed out that the 
study demonstrates that the net 
gains to the public treasury from 
higher education have actually been 
decreasing.
“The fact is that when we 
used to have a more progressive 
tax system, those numbers were 
higher,” he said. “As we move to 
reduce tuition fees and increase 
the tax base through a progressive 
tax system, students are going to 
be paying for their education more 
times over and we can actually 
increase the quality of it at the same 
time.”
Ivanova emphasized that 
regardless of how high tuition fees 
are, students end up paying for 
their degrees one way or another — 
it’s just a matter of when.
“It’s economically feasible and 
fairer to ask graduates to pay for 
their degrees through taxes after 
graduation rather than asking them 
to pay through high tuition fees up 
front.”
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By Eric Wilkins, Staff Writer
Facebook has announced that over the coming weeks it plans to switch over all users 
onto Timeline—the latest format/
profile layout offering. 
This feature allows users 
the option of selecting a specific 
year and month of a friend’s life. 
Previously, posts that were older 
than several weeks were difficult 
to view unless one had the time 
to endlessly hit the “older posts” 
option at the bottom of the page.  
Timeline has raised concern over 
privacy issues. A letter from online 
privacy watchdog, the Electronic 
Privacy Information Center, stated, 
“with Timeline, Facebook has 
once again taken control over the 
user’s data from the user and has 
now made information that was 
essentially archived and inaccessible 
widely available without the consent 
of the user.”
This concern lead to the United 
States Federal Trade Commission 
(FTC) reaching a settlement with 
Facebook which means the social 
media giant is now, “required to 
obtain consumers’ affirmative 
express consent before enacting 
changes that override their privacy 
preferences.” In plain English: from 
now on, Facebook has to ensure 
that its users understand and accept 
any future changes to their privacy 
settings.
Another key complaint of the 
FTC was how “Facebook claimed 
that when users deactivated or 
deleted their accounts, their photos 
and videos would be inaccessible. 
But Facebook allowed access 
to the content, even after users 
had deactivated or deleted their 
accounts.” This was remedied in 
the settlement by having Facebook 
be, “required to prevent anyone 
from accessing a user’s material 
more than 30 days after the user has 
deleted his or her account.” 
Despite the positives that have 
arisen from Timeline—or at least 
the complaints about it, there seems 
to be a strong feeling against it. In a 
poll of approximately 4,000 people, 
taken by Sophos Security, over half 
of those surveyed were against 
it—51.29 per cent answered “The 
Facebook Timeline worries me”, 
32.36 per cent answered “I don’t 
know why I’m still on Facebook”, 
8.39 per cent “I guess I’ll get used 
to it”, and 7.96 per cent answered “I 
like it.”
A random survey of 
approximately 30 Douglas College 
students received very different 
results. 13 liked it, 12 were against 
it, and 5 were indifferent. Among 
the comments were, “I don’t post 
anything that is embarrassing; I 
have nothing to hide,” “I like the 
accessibility it offers,” and, “I’m 
going to quit Facebook.” The only 
consensus that can be drawn from 
these results is that Timeline has 
caused a stir.
Over the next few weeks, if you 
have not already switched over, 
Facebook will send a notification 
that you are being moved onto 
Timeline, and you will be given 
seven days to adjust/hide any posts 
that you don’t wish to be made 
extremely public again.
The rise of Timeline
Facebook forces the new format on the masses
Corporate hoarding 
A lessened corporate tax rate lacks economic payoff
By Dylan Hackett, News Editor
A recent study conducted by the Canadian Labour Congress has concluded 
that falling federal corporate tax 
rates are not as beneficial to the 
economy as politicians might have 
claimed. The prospected boosts 
to reinvestment into operations 
and expansion have instead been 
traced to increased investment into 
financial assets and dividends—at 
the cost of staggering amounts of 
government revenue. 
The study estimates that $2 
billion of federal revenue is lost per 
one tax percentage point dropped. 
Since 2000, the federal government 
has dropped the tax rate from 28 
per cent to 15 per cent under the 
policy of both the Liberal Party and 
the Conservative Party.
The study cites, “ according to 
Statistics Canada, total corporate 
cash reserves of private, non-
financial corporations grew from 
$157 billion in the second quarter of 
2001, to $477 billion in the second 
quarter of 2011.” 
The largest non-financial 
corporation to benefit from 
the plummeting tax rate 
is Saskatchewan’s Potash 
Corporation. Second in gained 
holdings is George Weston Ltd, 
raking in $4 billion in financial 
investment since 2000—money that 
doesn’t come into the grocery and 
food businesses it owns.
“Companies have also chosen 
to retain higher after-tax profits 
as financial assets, as cash, and as 
longer term assets, not counting 
investments in capital stock,” cites 
the report.
“At the same time as corporate 
tax cuts are being paid out to 
investors, corporate Canada is 
also building an enormous pile of 
mainly financial assets. Canada’s 
biggest non-financial companies 
have more than doubled their 
holdings of such assets, from $37 
billion in 2000, to $87 billion today,” 
says the study. This money only 
stimulates the already healthy 
banking and financial industries. 
Lower corporate tax rates are 
a major contributor to the cause 
of government deficits, and also 
caused the government to cut $4 
billion worth of financing to other 
programs. The cycle removes 
money from social programs and 
moves it into corporate coffers 
where the money is less likely to 
stimulate the economic growth it is 
promised to do.
The study concludes that the 
falling corporate tax rate increases 
financial holdings and “not an 
increase in capital stock and 
other investments which boost 
productivity and sustain and create 
good jobs. Government revenues 
have taken a big hit, without the 
expected upside of a stronger and 
more productive economy. The 
winners have been those who own 
company shares, notably Canada’s 
highly paid CEOs and other 
members of the top 1%.”
“Lower corporate tax rates are a major contributor to the cause of 
government deficits, and also caused the government to cut $4 billion 
worth of financing to other programs.”
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By Angela Espinoza, Arts Editor
People come and go through programs so quickly at Douglas that the ‘grab (that 
piece of paper) and go’ mentality 
has stuck over time. Most would 
simply like to move onto bigger 
things as fast as possible, but that 
initial rush is often blinding. It 
never hurts to take things just slow 
enough that you can be sure you’re 
following the right path. Take Ron 
Ganderton for example, one of the 
school’s older students currently 
taking on the Music Technology 
Certificate—a program that he 
spoke very highly of.
Sitting down and chatting with 
me last Thursday, Ganderton stated 
that he’d already been down that 
road, as front man of the group 
Sound Ceremony. “[We] had three 
albums out in the [‘70’s and] ‘80’s, 
and they were… sort of obscure. 
The first album was called Guitar 
Star (1973)… Sound Ceremony (1979) 
was the second, and the third 
album’s called Precious As England 
(1981).”
Ganderton’s Canadian, but 
when the call came, his career 
needed to be established elsewhere. 
“[The albums] were recorded 
in London, England, we [even] 
did some recording at Abbey 
Road.” But, to revert back to my 
introduction, not everything can 
be set in stone. Ganderton stated 
that Sound Ceremony did not find 
the commercial-level of popularity 
they had been searching for, leading 
them down a rather bumpy road.
Years have passed since then 
though, so of course times have 
changed. “I [came] home one 
day and there was an email from 
Feeding Tube Records,” Ganderton 
begins, “and one of the members, 
Nick Williams, [had] decided to 
start up an alternative label from 
that called One Kind Favor… [long 
story short,] he wanted to re-release 
[Sound Ceremony’s] three albums.” 
Ganderton went on to explain 
that, “Because the songs were so 
weird, they [became a topic of 
interest in all these] vinyl collectors’ 
magazines.”
Sound Ceremony’s originally 
“obscure” albums are now sought 
out more than ever. It’s not the 
following the group ever intended 
on finding, but Ganderton takes 
pride in knowing that he did what 
he set out to do, and that now he’s 
being recognized for it. The albums’ 
revival is based in part on a fan 
base that has developed over the 
years, but also on their value in 
vinyl “collectors’ circles.”
I asked Ganderton how he 
felt about vinyl’s place within the 
digital age. “I guess you’re kind 
of aware of the resurgence, there 
is a resurgence going on for some 
strange reason. New models of 
record players are being sold. The 
collectors have sort of managed 
to keep [vinyl] going, but, for 
some reason, some newer bands 
have chosen [to release on vinyl 
as well].” In the end, Ganderton 
attributed vinyl’s survival to the 
fact that, “[Certain people] just 
crave the music scene. I’m grateful 
for vinyl, that’s what my career has 
been all about.”
The group’s second album, 
Sound Ceremony, was digitally 
remastered and re-released last 
year. You can find it and future re-
releases to come at Zulu Records 
and Red Cat Records in Vancouver.
If you’re an artist of any sort 
(musician, actor, painter, etc.), feel free 
to contact us at arts@theotherpress.
ca. Whether you’ve got a show coming 
up or just want to get your name out 
there, we’re eager to hear from you!
On the record
We interview student and musician Ron Ganderton
Get ready for Talent Time
An interview with Vancouver’s own Paul Anthony
“Ganderton takes pride in knowing that he did what he set out to do, and 
that now he’s being recognized for it.”
By Angela Espinoza, Arts Editor
Allow me to introduce you to Paul Anthony: he’s an actor, having appeared 
in such films as A Gun to the Head 
(2009) and Suck (2010). But you’ll 
know him best as the ringmaster 
of the most bizarre variety show 
in Vancouver, Paul Anthony’s Talent 
Time. Operating on a monthly 
basis, last Wednesday’s show just 
happened to be Talent Time’s four-
year anniversary special. In honour 
of this momentous occasion, I got 
to chat with Anthony about Talent 
Time, what the ride’s been like, and, 
off the record, how much we love 
The Room (2005).
How did Talent Time get started?
Paul Anthony: By me! There’s a 
bunch of different answers to that. 
I used to put on little variety shows 
with my brother and sister, cousins 
and stuff at family get-togethers. I 
don’t know where I fell in love with 
that kind of format… but I’ve been 
doing them since such a young age.
I did comedy for a while, [but I] 
found it not fulfilling, and I found 
every scene—like, no matter how 
interesting it [was], I found it really 
limiting. I just wanted more variety. 
So I started looking for anything 
different, and then when I [found] 
certain acts and weird little things, 
I wanted to kind of bring them all 
together and show my friends what 
[I’d] found. That’s kind of how it 
started.
How much has Talent Time 
changed since it began?
PA: When it started, I wasn’t quite 
sure what the show was going 
to be. I approached every show 
like it was a variety show within 
itself, and I would play with the 
format and would have different 
co-hosts. [Each] show would try 
[something] different, whether [it 
was] an air-band competition, or 
more comedians, [maybe] sprinkle 
in a couple novelty acts, or try to 
do longer sets or shorter sets. [We] 
kind of tried everything to see what 
felt the best and what worked the 
best. [A lot of] it [has been based 
on] audience response, feeling the 
way the room changes.
What would you say has been the 
most ridiculous act?
PA: Well, I’d say [last] Wednesday 
[it was retired auto mechanic-
turned-singer] Mr. James Ming 
Kwok. He had a Michael Jackson 
jacket and white gloves… he’s a 
really interesting guy. We had a 
jam with the house band the night 
before, and he just couldn’t stay on 
beat. We’d gently give him direction 
like, “you’re a little behind the 
beat,” and [he’d be] like, “I sound 
great!”
Same thing with the gloves; 
I got him [the Thriller] jacket to 
wear—I thought it would take 
everything to the next level (it 
did)—and then he said, “I’ve got 
the glove,” [so] I’m like, “Okay.” 
So then he showed up and [he had] 
these two white gardening gloves. 
It was just fun.
What’s in store for the next Talent 
Time?
PA: I’ve been talking to a group 
that dances with dogs… it’s 
choreographed. I’m meeting with 
them and I’m going to dance with 
them, and hopefully they’ll be on 
the show in the near future.
There’s a really great crooner 
that we had at Babylon [on January 
27], Phil Moriarty, that we’re going 
to have on [Talent Time] very soon—
probably the next one. He’s great, 
he looks like Kenny Rogers and he 
sounds like Tom Jones [proceeds to 
imitate]. It’s really cool.
[We’re going to] keep that ball 
of fun rolling, and hopefully as 
it rolls [we’ll] just grab more and 
more people, and people can come 
and know that they’re going to 
have the best time.
The next Talent Time is Wednesday, 
March 7 at the Biltmore Cabaret, 
but until then you can check out 
Anthony’s new weekly variety 
show, Babylon, this (and every) 
Friday! 
 
What: Babylon—Dance Party/
Performance/Sleaze/Spectacle
Where: The Waldorf Hotel, 1489 
East Hastings Street, Vancouver
When: Friday February 10 (and 
every consecutive Friday) @ 10 p.m.
Cost: $12 before 11 p.m. ($15 
afterwards)
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By Kealy DoyleThere are two separate movies in The Grey: a slasher-horror in which CGI beasties 
violently pick everyone off one 
by one, and a bleak wilderness 
survival tale which pits man 
against the elements. The bad news 
is that the two don’t play well 
together. The good news is that 
Oscar-nominated Irish actor and 
professional badass Liam Neeson 
is a hugely watchable, reassuring 
presence no matter what he’s in.
Here, Neeson is a glum, 
suicidal hunter hired by an 
Alaskan oil company to protect its 
workers from marauding wolves. 
On a trip home, his plane crashes 
in the middle of nowhere in a 
spectacularly terrifying sequence 
which alone is almost worth the 
price of admission. He and the 
motley survivors must band 
together against two enemies: the 
unforgiving landscape and a pack 
of man-eating wolves. Cue two 
hours of swearing, snow-trudging, 
and fireside confessions interrupted 
by jarring bursts of gory CGI 
violence or, worse, gauzy, pastel 
flashbacks to happier times.
That said, the direction is 
visceral and intimate. We see the 
ice on their beards and the dirt 
under their fingernails, and you can 
believe the actors are actually out 
there in a blinding snowstorm. A 
shame that we can’t quite believe 
the wolves themselves, who snarl 
and menace from just the wrong 
side of the Uncanny Valley.
By Angela Espinoza, Arts Editor
Lana Del Rey’s “Video Games” reached waves of popularity upon its release last October. 
When I finally heard it not two 
weeks ago, I asked myself, “why?” 
Was I missing something in this 
lifeless ballad regarding one of the 
greatest technological pastimes?
Reflecting on the hype that 
followed, perhaps it was just the 
one track out of 15 on Born to Die 
(released January 27) that had been 
overrated. Del Rey’s sound, a blend 
of contemporary R&B and pop, 
laden heavily with contused and 
scornful lyrics, is brought full-circle 
by her soft-spoken style of singing. 
The makings of what could have 
been something epic unfortunately 
crumble though, due to the lack of 
one key element: subtlety.
Track after track, Del Rey finds 
numerous ways—each separated 
by a hair—to wallow in the misery 
of heartbreak. Whether it’s the 
disturbed tragedy of Lolita or 
the concept that, as stated in the 
opening and title track, “we were 
born to die,” the intended theme 
of the album soon becomes a 
melodramatic ringing in the ear.
Despite its beautiful 
orchestrations and occasional 
successes (e.g. “Off To The Races,” 
“Dark Paradise”), Born to Die 
is ironically done in by its own 
repetitiveness.
Dispirited with wolves
The Grey: Liam Neeson vs. CGI
Gunning for sexy glory
By Angela Espinoza, Arts Editor
Vancouver-based indie band Rococode released their debut album, Guns, Sex 
& Glory on February 7. With the 
group finishing in the top 20 of last 
year’s Peak Performance Project 
and their album co-produced 
by Mother Mother’s Ryan 
Guldemond, the group has all their 
cards in the right place.
The album, half-an-hour in 
length, crescendos to life with the 
opening track “Concentrate on 
You.” From there, the band’s perky 
pop sound, coupled with 
the fantastic vocals of 
keyboardist Laura Smith 
and multi-instrumentalist 
Andrew Braun, takes the 
listener on a merry-go-
round of energetic bliss, 
as well as brooding.
From the apocalyptic 
“Death of a Payphone” 
to the haunting two-
parter “Ghost,” there’s 
a bleak silver lining 
to this otherwise 
happy-go-lucky group 
of 20-somethings. Its touches 
make you wonder how much 
Guldemond was involved in the 
production process, particularly on 
the tracks “Blood” and “Dreams.”
Nevertheless, this is the band’s 
first of hopefully many albums to 
come. Guns, Sex & Glory is a success 
in every regard. If nothing else, 
you’re bound to fall in love with 
Smith’s powerfully sweet vocals. 
You can see them live for free 
next Friday, February 17 at the 
CBC Regional Broadcast Centre in 
Vancouver. If that’s all booked up, 
head on over to Café Deux Soleils 
later that evening for another 
performance, $10 at the door.
Lana Del Rey is born to whine
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By Kealy Doyle
This week’s installment of the Arts at One concert series saw husband-and-wife team Ellen and Robert Silverman 
take a full Laura C. Muir Theatre through 
some of the biggest names in 18th and 19th 
century classical music: Mozart, Brahms, 
Dvořák. Only they did it on the same piano, 
at the same time.
The Silvermans certainly had the 
pedigree to do the task justice. Ms. Silverman 
coordinates the Piano Department at 
Douglas College, and has toured widely as 
a soloist and chamber player. Mr. Silverman 
is an acclaimed international concert and 
orchestral pianist with over 30 recordings 
to his name, including a 10-CD recording 
of Beethoven’s sonatas, which was short-
listed for a Juno Award. Together, they have 
performed four-hand and two-piano pieces 
in BC and the Far East.
Mr. Silverman opened the hour-long 
performance with a surprising introduction: 
some of the well-known pieces we typically 
associate with sweeping orchestras or a solo 
virtuoso—Brahms’ Requiem and Dvořák’s 
Slavonic Dances—were originally written for 
four-handed piano. He and Ms. Silverman 
then launched into a strident, fluid account of 
one of the most familiar Mozart compositions 
from his later period: the Allegro from 
Eine Kleine 
Nachtmusik. 
The four-
handed 
arrangement 
by Otto Singer 
preserved 
much of the full, rich sound of the original 
string orchestra. Side by side, heads bobbing 
in concert with the delicate trills and shifting 
dynamics, the Silvermans gave fresh life to 
old music and set the tone for the technically 
excellent hour to follow.
Elegant phrasing and elegant playing 
continued into the Nachtmusik’s Romance 
and Minuet. Tumbling, trilling melodies 
flowed from the Steinway’s polished 
keyboard, Mr. Silverman occasionally 
breathing the beat as they reached a 
particularly satisfying resolution. The 
concluding Rondo was brisk yet flawless. 
At the bass end of the piano, Ms. Silverman 
picked out a confident counterpoint to Mr. 
Silverman’s agile treble.
After buoyant applause, the atmosphere 
grew pensive with the resounding opening 
notes of the Selig sind (“Blessed are they that 
mourn”) from Brahms’ Ein Deutsches Requiem, 
completed in 1868. It was Mr. Silverman’s 
turn to provide a stately, measured bass 
line, which built to a powerful crescendo. 
At times, the Silvermans swayed with the 
swell of emotion—surging and receding 
as it veered between sombre and hopeful. 
The contemplative mood persisted into 
Denn alles Fleisch es ist wie Gras (“For all flesh, 
it is as grass”). The Silvermans united in 
big, mournful chords disintegrating into a 
beautiful descending motif, which returned 
throughout the lengthy piece.
Both Brahms pieces are normally 
performed with a full choir and orchestra. 
Little can compare with the sheer power 
and resonance of so many instruments, 
particularly skilled voices, for immersing 
the audience in the emotion of such charged, 
solemn compositions. But the lone piano 
had a dignity of its own, and the urgency of 
the thundering crescendos were reflected in 
Mr. and Ms. Silverman’s faces as they rose 
forward with the music. It was a pleasure to 
see such unity between piece and performer.
The pace and mood lifted again with 
the first of Dvořák’s Slavonic Dances, 
Furiant, which echoed the crisp allegro of 
the opening Mozart. This was playful and 
determined, tumbling and climbing as Mr. 
and Ms. Silverman echoed one another. The 
second of the Dances, Dumka, is instantly 
recognizable: lilting, exotic, and intriguing. 
The rapid, complex phrases always return 
to a satisfying reminder of the main melody. 
The Silvermans handled it with ease.
The final dance, also named Furiant, 
was appropriate: pounding, uplifting, and 
punctuated by rising and falling interludes. 
The finale was triumphant, and the 
Silvermans’ pleasure evident as they finished 
the final, decisive chord. It was certainly an 
expression matched by the audience, whose 
applause was heartfelt.
The four-handed sound certainly 
impressed many 
listeners. “I’ve 
sung the German 
Requiem with 
the choral society 
and I’ve never 
heard it arranged 
like that,” said audience member Anne 
Norman, who’d taken a half-day vacation 
from work to attend the performance. “It’s 
so expressive. It’s just amazing that they’re 
hitting keys and this sound is coming out.”
“This is a real treat,” added Jane Player. 
“We’re so fortunate to have this.”
The Arts at One series continues on 
February 9 with a student showcase. 
Performances are free to attend and begin 
every Thursday at 1 p.m. in the Laura 
C. Muir Performing Arts Theatre, New 
Westminster campus.
What: Arts at One presents Student 
Showcase
Where: Laura C. Muir Performing Arts 
Theatre
When: Thursday, February 9 (this Thursday!)
Cost: Free!
Bakin’ for a cause
The 3rd annual Vancouver Cupcake Throwdown
Four hands are better than two
Ellen and Robert Silverman perform four-handed piano in Arts at One
“…the urgency of the thundering crescendos were 
reflected in Mr. and Ms. Silverman’s faces as they rose 
forward with the music. It was a pleasure to see such unity 
between piece and performer.”
By Allie Davison, Staff Writer
Cupcakes are moving up in the world, all you have to do is turn on the TV to see it (check out Cupcake Wars, Vancouver’s own The 
Cupcake Girls, and the upcoming Cupcake Sisters). So 
why shouldn’t Vancouver have its very own cupcake 
competition? 
Now in its third year, the Vancouver Cupcake 
Throwdown is picking up speed. There are 20 
participants, mostly made up of local small business 
bakers, but home bakers can compete as well. Initially, 
each participant must of course make some delicious 
cupcakes (yum!). Then, come February 16, The Chapel 
Arts Gallery and Event Space will open its doors and 
let the public taste to their hearts’ content. A $10 ticket 
will get you five tasting tickets (that’s right, you get 
FIVE whole cupcakes), plus you can buy additional 
taste tickets for $1 each. There will also be a DJ and 
refreshments available, and event attendees will be 
given the chance to win a KitchenAid stand mixer 
through a raffle. 
The founder and organizer of the Cupcake 
Throwdown says she originally organized the event 
“because [she] is a firm believer of bringing community 
together,” adding that, to paraphrase, although 
Vancouver is a great foodie city, there aren’t enough 
foodie events! 
Not only will this be the most delicious event of 
February, but it’s for an excellent cause as well. The 
H.A.V.E. Culinary Society has been training people 
from Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside to cook since 
2007. They are a non-profit organization that takes in, 
trains, and Food Safe certifies people from the low-
income community. H.A.V.E. also provides its students 
with work placement support. The organization’s 
main belief, as stated on their website, is that “by 
providing residents of our community with culinary 
training, Food Safe certification and supportive work 
placements, [we aim] to eliminate the experience of 
social isolation associated with unemployment in 
Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside community while 
increasing self sufficiency and access to employment for 
those who have been excluded from meaningful work.” 
For more information about H.A.V.E. visit their website 
at http://have-cafe.ca.
Come out and enjoy what organizers call 
Vancouver’s only “democratic cupcake event.” Taste 
some treats and cast your vote: who will be this year’s 
cupcake queen (or king!)? A chance to eat cupcakes and 
support an excellent cause? Well, I’m sold! Hope to see 
you there!
What: Vancouver Cupcake Throwdown
When: Chapel Arts, 304 Dunlevy Avenue
Where: February 16 from 7 to 10 p.m.
Cost: $10
Website: www.cupcakethrowdown.com
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By Laurel Borrowman, 
Life & Style Editor
I don’t really care about Valentine’s Day. I’m single, but I’m not lovelorn, lonely, 
depressed, or longing for a 
boyfriend. Not today, not on 
February 14, not on May 29. I’m 
happy not being in a relationship 
for many reasons, but I mostly have 
my roommate Emily to thank. 
On my end, Emily and I moved 
in together as a result of a break-
up. My boyfriend and I had been 
living together, it wasn’t working, 
we broke up, cue Emily. We sort 
of knew each other because on 
paper, we are basically family. 
My brother’s wife is her oldest 
friend’s wife’s sister, and they live 
in a building that had an empty 
apartment in it. All clear, right? 
Which is why it made perfect sense 
for us to move in together. 
We were destined to become 
soul roommates; we just each 
needed a lame living situation to 
move away from, an awesome 
two-bedroom apartment to move 
into. So, here we are! Plus, it turns 
out we have alarmingly similar 
affinities for popcorn, peanut butter, 
chocolate, chocolate-peanut-butter-
things, no-handed bike moves, Soul 
Club, Portlandia, cute boys, and a 
tidy home.    
In the past, the hardest parts 
of being a singleton for me were 
those in between times; the little 
things. The times when the day is 
done and a glass of wine is due; the 
times when you want to curl up on 
the couch and watch Stepbrothers 
for the 67 time; the times when you 
want to eat the entire jar of peanut 
butter while cursing the Internet for 
cutting out again; the times when 
you just want to go out and dance 
until the sun comes up. 
Those aren’t always fun solo. 
Those are usually more fun when 
you have a significant other. Those 
things, turns out, are most fun with 
an Emily. I get the freedom of being 
Laurel, Singular, and have an eager 
cohort to eat the jar of peanut butter 
with. Also, I have a partner in 
Purge-atory.
Which brings me to this week, 
a week when Emily reaffirmed her 
commitment to this never-ending 
experiment more than I could have 
dreamed. Emily did the binge-
purge, and our friendship is off the 
charts (there’s proof: we graphed 
it). 
In the ongoing quest to patch 
her walls and give her room a 
makeover (it’s still a work-in-
progress), she thought it best to 
get rid of a bunch of clothes, a la 
four weeks ago when I somehow 
ditched 99 items, Jay-Z style. With 
fierce commitment to her room, to 
this column, and a bottle of wine 
split between us, she disappeared 
into her cavernous abode, emerging 
30 minutes later, spewing clothes 
onto the living room floor. Here’s 
the list:
2 scarves
5 belts
4 bras
1 tube top
1 bikini top
1 pair long johns
3 pairs of socks
3 sweaters
9 tops
11 tank tops
2 pants
4 pairs of shorts
5 dresses
4 skirts
For a grand total of 55 items 
out of her life. Therefore, we deem 
this week, in honour of the one 
and only Emily retiring a heap of 
shit she doesn’t need, Freedom 55. 
Except this Freedom 55 is far more 
excellent because we aren’t 55, 
aren’t close to 55, and can stay up 
past 10 p.m. on a Saturday night. 
I was the lazy one—the 
cheerleader?—this week; I figure 
Emily’s achievement can average 
out my lack of purging this round. 
And so, for this Valentine’s 
Day—and everyday—I wish you 
happiness, plain and simple, 
whether it be through a friend, a 
lover, or creating space in your life 
by getting rid of copious amounts 
of things you simply don’t need.
Days in Purge-atory: 86
Collective weekly target: 14
Items collectively purged this week: 55 
Items that didn’t actually
leave the apartment: 0
Total items purged this week: 55
Total items purged to date: 299
Stuck in Purge-atory: 
A Valentine’s ode to my roommate, and Freedom 55
By Jenn Markham
I used to work at a store in the mall that sold Crocs. Every week they’d stink up the store with 
a horrible plastic smell as soon as 
we opened the box. The strangest 
people would come in looking for 
those ugly things. All of a sudden, 
everywhere you look people are 
wearing bright shoes that don’t 
match their outfits. Who gets up 
in the morning and puts on a grey 
sweatsuit with bright orange shoes? 
A Croc wearer, that’s who! 
The thing about Crocs is, from 
across the beach you see the shoes 
before the person. But they took off, 
and in no time the new fashion was 
no fashion at all. Their design was 
even flawed, with that strap at the 
front  or back that no one can figure 
out what was for. 
Don’t get me started on 
those holes on the top. The only 
thing I can think of that might 
need escaping is odour. We 
live in Vancouver people! Our 
meteorologists have created 15 
different ways of describing rain 
for a reason! I’m told they’re 
comfortable, like wearing cinnamon 
buns on your feet, but even the 
black ones look like Mickey Mouse 
rejects. 
I’ve seen whole families walk 
by with matching Crocs. And just 
when you thought they couldn’t 
get any worse, they came out with 
gems to decorate them. Yup, tacky 
plastic chunks to fill the holes. Kids 
even started trading them at school 
like we did Pogs, although I can’t 
imagine what the hot commodity is. 
“I’ll trade you  my pink pig for your 
white bunny!” Yuck.
If I remember correctly, they 
even started to get banned at 
hospitals; because of their porous 
nature, they retained the germs 
and became unsanitary. I told 
my boyfriend Crocs were a deal 
breaker, and when my sister bought 
a pair just to spite me, I told her I 
refused to go anywhere with her if 
she was wearing them.
The truth? When it warms up, 
don’t wear Crocs. 
The truth about your shoes : when it warms up, don’t wear ugly ones 
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By Aubri Galano
If you’re living on a student budget, buying new clothes can be expensive. 
Why not liven up your 
wardrobe with some new socks 
instead? Put away the boring black, 
white, or grey and bring out the 
colour! It doesn’t have to be spring 
to add pink, yellow, or purple to 
your outfit. Don’t wait until the 
summer when you no longer need 
socks; winter is the perfect time for 
them. 
The good news about shopping 
for socks—at this time of year—is 
that you don’t have to try them 
on before you buy them, so you 
can leave all your winter layers on 
while you shop. There’s nothing 
more annoying than stripping off 
five layers of clothing only to find 
the shirt you tried on looked better 
on the hanger. 
Coloured socks can also help 
banish some of the winter blues. 
Colour is a stimulant that is visually 
pleasing and often makes us feel 
happier. Once you start looking, 
you’ll see there’s no end to the 
wonderful patterns available: polka 
dots, stripes, argyle, stars, baby 
animals, or desserts. And who 
wouldn’t look more fashionable 
with owl print socks on their feet? 
(Probably only owls, because that 
would be kind of weird.) 
You can also keep socks in 
mind as a potential birthday gift. 
Socks can be both fun and practical. 
Plus, socks of the coloured variety 
aren’t just for girls. Guys can get 
into them too. There are patterns 
that cater to things that males like: 
superheroes, beer, bears, and guns.   
Since it is winter and you don’t 
usually walk outside without socks 
and shoes, you don’t have to worry 
about your socks matching any of 
your other clothing items because 
many people won’t see them. Keep 
this in mind: if you’re a little shy 
about committing to this fad, you 
can simply wear your fashionable 
socks to school under your boots 
to test them out, and no one will be 
the wiser.    
So what are you waiting for? 
Get yourself some colourful socks, 
and get excited about wearing 
them! When your friends and 
family come over to visit, believe 
me, their first thoughts will be ones 
of jealousy; right before they go out 
and buy their own pairs. 
Socks don’t have to suck 
Week Three
My vendetta against buds and suds
By Jacey Gibb
Jacey Gibb and Sharon Miki signed up for Douglas’ 
Biggest Loser competition with the goal of losing the 
highest percentage body weight in eight weeks. Join 
them on their noble quest as they chart their triumphs 
and tumbles. Winner gets bragging rights, loser eats a 
cockroach. Seriously.
I’ve come to a shocking conclusion: I don’t think I lost nine percent of my body weight after only seven days like my first weigh-in reported.
I’ll give you a moment to take the news in.
In my rush to 
destroy Sharon 
Miki, I fear I let 
my judgement 
slip and accepted 
my 22 pound 
loss after the 
first week without deserved scepticism. I made a 
remark to the guy working the scale at the time, 
but he accepted my loss without questioning it.
Fast forward to this week’s weigh-in. I’ve 
gained two pounds (more on that later!) and I 
bring up my significant drop from the week prior. 
The guy assures me that the scale is working fine 
now. Now? Apparently some people reported 
miracle losses in league with my own, and that 
some of the initial weigh-ins had been off. In 
order to ensure an even playing field for the rest 
of the competition, everyone will be treating their 
Week Two weigh-in as their initial weights, which 
means...
I’m losing! And not in the way I intended 
way. My two pound gain this week was no match 
for Sharon’s one pound drop. After forfeiting my 
fictional nine per cent lead, being on the losing end 
feels awful. Of course I accept no responsibility for 
myself and blame two things I love, which have 
now become my worst enemies: alcohol and my 
friends.
Now, anyone who’s even made eye contact 
with me knows how much I love getting trashed. 
But every nutrition-touting resource has told me 
that alcohol is one of the worst things I could 
be putting in my body during a weight loss 
competition. Hundreds upon hundreds of empty 
beer-orientated carbs? They’re not my key to 
success. I think I’ve already lost track of how many 
times I’ve said that I’m quitting drinking for the 
rest of the competition, but that leads into why my 
friends have also become my worst enemies.
Somewhere along the way, the phrase “hang 
out with my friends” became code for “get 
wrecked.” It’s undoubtedly a terrible realization, 
especially when it first dawned on me. I realized 
that there are some exceptionally good friends that 
I’ve hardly even seen outside of a bar or concert 
situation. Frightening? Maybe to some, but not me. 
Annoying? Yes.
Drinking has 
unknowingly 
become a pillar of 
my socialization 
network, and 
while Normal 
Jacey is more than 
fine with it, Biggest Loser Jacey is pissed. So I’m 
faced with a dilemma: stay sober or stay social.
I’m choosing the latter, but I’m making ch-ch-
ch-ch-changes. My new drink of choice is vodka 
water. While I’ve traditionally been resistant to 
such a drink, refusing to call it by its proper name 
and simply referring to it as watered down vodka, 
I’m now forcing myself to get along with it.
Another thing I’ve grown to hate about my 
stupid friends is their stupid tendency to eat 
stupid food all the time. “Hey guys, let’s all order 
pizza!” seems to be a new catchphrase picking up 
among friends and my roommate’s eagerness to 
share his food with me has transitioned from being 
a nice trait to something that makes me want to 
punch him. A recent houseguest who stayed with 
us for seven days refused to buy groceries and 
instead, ate nothing but takeout. The guy ordered 
food from Dominos and got five cheese-breads and 
20 wings. Five! That’s how many people there are 
in my family! Stupid, stupid friends of mine.
Anyways, so those are the menaces behind 
my recent gain. Of course I could say something 
about how it all comes down to my willpower 
or something noble like that, but instead I’m just 
going to turn bitter towards the things I love. It’s 
the mature thing to do here.
 “But every nutrition-touting resource has told me that alcohol 
is one of the worst things I could be putting in my body during a 
weight loss competition. Hundreds upon hundreds of empty beer-
orientated carbs? They’re not my key to success. ”
By Sharon Miki, Assistant Editor
It’s week three, and everything’s coming up Miki. After it was revealed that Jacey’s lead was due to a clerical 
error (I should have known), I’m back in 
the race. This week, I hit a pretty steep 
plateau—losing only a pound despite 
amping up my efforts. Luckily, Jacey’s 
overconfidence has already set him 
back and—with the score now basically 
even—I’m feeling more optimistic than 
ever.
With that out of the way, I’m not 
going to insult my rival any more (Jacey’s 
Sharon-bashing is so déclassé). Instead, 
I want to make a quick note about my 
other nemesis: blazers.
Blazers are the adorable, slightly 
dressy but not-too-dressy way to make 
my wardrobe of synthetic-fibered T-shirts 
and jeans appropriate for my age and 
career aspirations. Unfortunately, they 
are by necessity fitted and, due to my 
combination of back fat and a slightly 
larger than average bust, I have never 
been able to find a one that both fits my 
torso and buttons up. Ever. So, I’ve been 
walking around in a rotating wardrobe 
of jackets that never quite close. It’s a 
fashion faux-paux, and it’s annoying. 
This morning though, something 
magical happened. The button buttoned. 
I actually cried. Sure, I realize that this 
means that my body is reacting to my 
weight loss in the most aggravating way 
possible (shrinking boobs first, followed 
very slowly by the parts of my body I 
actually want to be smaller)—but hey, 
I can now join the masses of people for 
whom frontward winds are no issue. 
It’s the little things.
The Rival 
Report: 
Blazing a trail to big small 
victoriesBlazing a trail to big 
small victories
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By Dominique Leclair
School is a lot of work. Long hours. Little sleep. Impending deadlines. Every student, 
regardless of the program, will 
tell you how challenging it can be 
to juggle three or more courses, 
with each instructor expecting that 
you will make his or her course 
your priority. Now add the weight 
of a full or part-time job. The 
responsibilities and demands on 
your time are at a crossroad. Which 
one becomes the priority? Who do 
you say yes to? Who do you say no 
to? 
For some of us, having a job 
isn’t really a choice. I mean it is; 
we all choose to do or not do things, 
but when rent is due and hydro 
bills are coming in (I’m a big fan 
of electricity) and the student 
loans aren’t stretching as far as the 
government thinks they should, 
what do students do? They get a 
job. And this is where the fun really 
begins. 
Whether you plan it or not, 
there will come a time when school 
and work will conflict and you will 
have to decide which will come 
first. Each path comes with its own 
unique benefits and consequences. 
It’s your responsibility to decide 
if going to work and delaying 
studying for an exam or revising 
an essay outweighs the money for 
working, or, if saying no to a shift 
or missing work is the better choice. 
How do you decide? Consider 
your options and what your 
motivations are. If you chose to 
go back to school to improve your 
quality of life, get a better job, and 
hopefully increase your finances, 
does this mean that you sacrifice 
getting real food for a few days and 
miss that shift? Eat mac’n’cheese 
or ramen noodles, like they do in 
bad sitcoms? Or if you miss that 
shift you may be putting your job 
in jeopardy, and then it isn’t only 
a few poor meals, but possible 
eviction if you can’t make rent. 
Maybe getting a bad mark on that 
exam or essay is a small sacrifice 
in the big picture of your school 
career. 
Juggling priorities is a fact of 
life, a fact that can be overwhelming 
for many students, but good 
practice in the long-term. It is about 
choosing what is most important 
to you, and considering the 
repercussions of that choice now 
and in the future. Your priorities 
may change. Today school comes 
first, tomorrow it may be work. 
During finals, school will likely 
be the priority; how many marks 
are given in that one week? On 
the other hand, there will be times 
when the paycheque is clearly more 
important; thinking long-term, you 
will see that sometimes it isn’t the 
worst thing to get a lower grade on 
a minor assignment. 
School is short-term. It will only 
last a few years. Complete your 
courses, graduate, and move on. 
These are dilemmas you may face 
in the future; the “right” answer 
isn’t always easy or quick to figure 
out. This is what life is about and 
these are hard lessons to learn at 
times.
 But remember, they are also the 
necessary and important ones. 
How to survive Valentine’s Day if you’re single
Balancing school and work: how do you choose?
By Livia Turnbull
Well, it’s that time of year again. Valentine’s Day. Or, as the bitter, cynical 
people like to call it, Single’s 
Awareness That This is a Made-up 
Holiday Day (Single’s Awareness 
Day for short). Whether you’re pro-
or anti-Valentine’s Day, that doesn’t 
change the fact that February 14 is 
just another day. Yet, we still get 
love, romance, and sex thrown at us 
through advertisements, significant 
others, or that lovey-dovey couple 
in the park. You can’t escape it. The 
only way to get through this day is 
to survive it. Luckily, I’ve complied 
a few tips to get you through. 
Get out of the house and have 
some fun with your single friends.
I know you probably don’t 
want to go out on Valentine’s 
Day. You have to deal with people 
making out in parking lots, 
gazing into each other’s eyes at 
restaurants, and reciting bad poetry 
to their significant others in the 
college hallways. While watching 
porn and crying into a can of your 
favourite beer may seem like the 
best alternative, it isn’t. Make some 
plans with some single friends 
and go out to a fun place, like a 
karaoke bar. Sing a few anti-love 
songs, like Meatloaf’s “Paradise by 
the Dashboard Light,” REM’s “The 
One I Love,” or Pearl Jam’s “Better 
Man.” Whatever you do, don’t let 
the couples shut you in. 
If all your friends are busy, 
do something nice for your 
community.
If your friends are spending 
the day with their dates, it might 
be harder to shake off that “forever 
alone” feeling. The best way is 
to just not think about them. You 
could bury yourself in that term 
paper or longtime project, but 
that really isn’t a fun evening 
for anyone. Instead you could 
volunteer at your local soup 
kitchen, animal shelter, or nonprofit 
organization of choice. Valentine’s 
Day is the holiday of love, so show 
some love to your community.
Think positive thoughts and be 
patient.
Look, just because you’re 
spending this Valentine’s Day alone 
doesn’t mean it will be this way 
forever. Sometimes you just have 
to weather through on your own. 
But, if you really want someone 
to spend Valentine’s with next 
year, you’re going to have to take 
a look at yourself and think, “Is 
there anything I can do to change 
my attitude?” Most people don’t 
like spending their days with bitter 
friends. 
It’s hard trying to be non-
cynical on Valentine’s Day, but 
you can do it. Just remember to be 
positive on the other 364 days of the 
year. If you work on being positive, 
maybe someday you’ll experience 
the magic of Valentine’s Day with 
the one you love.
 
“While watching porn and crying into a can of your favourite 
beer may seem like the best alternative, it isn’t.“
“Juggling priorities is a fact of life, a fact that can be overwhelming 
for many students, but good practice in the long-term.”
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By Cody Klyne & Dylan Hackett
Are all Canadian degrees created equal? Statements brought forth by the Global 
TV program 16x9  question the 
integrity of Douglas College’s joint 
degree programs in China.
“Eventually, everybody will 
pass—by fair means or foul,” 
says former English teacher, Chris 
Harpham, interviewed by 16x9,  
“...many students, and some of the 
English teachers, are saying that 
this is just an easy way to make 
money.” 
The January 28 segment, 
entitled “Dubious Degrees,” 
investigated the quality of Douglas 
College degrees awarded in the 
college’s joint degree program with 
the Heilongjiang Institute of Science 
and Technology (HIST) in Harbin, 
China—claiming that the academic 
standards and examination policies 
do not align with those maintained 
in Canada for the same Douglas 
degrees.
Douglas College president 
Scott McAlpine addressed the 16x9 
claims in a message sent to students 
prior to the episode’s broadcast, 
categorizing the allegations as 
“simply false.” McAlpine, who was 
also interviewed by 16x9, confirmed 
that a review of the program 
was made in 2010 as a result of 
Douglas faculty concerns over HIST 
program English competency and 
grading of supplemental exams. 
McAlpine also noted that—since 
the 2010 review—the college 
has taken steps to resolve the 
program’s issues: raising admission 
standards, reducing business class 
sizes, adding ESL instruction to 
second-year studies, and changing 
exam policies. Further, last month 
McAlpine and the Douglas 
College Board ordered an external 
independent review of the program. 
Still, the question remains, 
when did Douglas College enter the 
foreign education market in China 
and, moreover, what has happened 
to its once award-winning program 
to cause such a stir?
Program history
For Douglas College, it’s an 
international partnership 14 years 
in the making that found its start 
in 1998 at the Shanghai Institute 
of Foreign Trade (SIFT). Here, a 
20 course (60 credit) Associate 
Arts diploma, offered by Douglas 
College’s Business Department and 
taught by Douglas College faculty, 
was combined and fully integrated 
with two years of instruction at 
SIFT to compose the institute’s 
Bachelor of Commerce Program. 
It’s in this incarnation 
that the joint program won 
the “Outstanding Program in 
International Education” award 
from the Canadian Bureau for 
International Education in 2001, 
and took second prize for best 
international program from the 
Shanghai Education Commission. 
Six years after the SIFT 
program began, in 2004, Douglas 
College expanded to Heilongjiang 
Institute of Science and Technology 
in Harbin, China—offering a similar 
joint Douglas College diploma/
HIST degree program. 
But, by late 2007, change was in 
the air. According to one source, the 
“Shanghai government informed 
SIFT that it would not provide 
approval to renew the joint 
program between SIFT & Douglas 
College, after the existing 
agreement expired in 2008.” When 
the partnership faced termination, 
things took a turn: Douglas would 
begin offering Canadian degrees in 
China.
A Canadian degree in Canada vs. a 
Canadian degree in China
On paper, there is virtually no 
difference between a BBA granted 
by Douglas College obtained in 
Canada or in China. For example, 
HIST student transcripts show 60 
credits (20 courses) individually as 
though the student attended classes 
in Canada, taught by Canadian 
faculty. In the case of the student 
obtaining a BBA, sources say that 
the credits are then represented as 
a block transfer, again stating that 
it has been obtained in Canada. 
The similarities continue down to 
the final documentation given to 
students in China who complete 
their BBA, which clearly states on 
the front as being awarded in New 
Westminster, Canada. 
To make this change—from 
providing a two-year diploma 
as part of a joint partnership to 
providing a bona fide Canadian 
degree in China—Douglas College 
had to articulate (matching the 
content of courses that transfer 
between post-secondary institutes) 
an additional 60 credits to meet 
the standards established to earn a 
Canadian degree. Sources state that 
what would normally have taken 
months (per course) to accomplish 
was then done in weeks. 
The time in which the 
agreement was struck, to the time 
the first BBA was handed out in 
China, only stands to confirm this 
claim. And so, with the addition 
of these 60 articulated credits, 
the partnership between Douglas 
College and its Chinese partner 
institutes was allowed to continue.
The difference
“There is no doubt that some 
students are about to receive a 
Douglas College credential who 
have not earned this credential. This 
cannot be allowed to occur without 
damaging the academic integrity of 
the program and diminishing the 
credential itself,” says a statement 
contained in a 2010 internal report 
on the Douglas College China 
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program, brought to light by 16x9 correspondent 
Patrick Brown near the end of the segment, that 
perhaps sums up the core of the issue best.
President McAlpine rebuts this point on 16x9, 
stating that, “Rectifying the past is not within 
our periphery. Can we make progress toward the 
future? The answer is yes. Are we? The answer 
is yes.” Still, the evidence of past and current 
academic dishonesty remains and is no less 
concerning for the students of Douglas College’s 
Canadian campuses who are left with more 
questions than answers.
Speaking to the English competency level of 
some of the students enrolled in Douglas College’s 
China programs, one former International 
Education College (IEC) teacher at the 
Heilongjiang Institute of Science and Technology, 
Nicole Reader, recalls “I still don’t think that I was 
adequate enough to be teaching those students.” 
Limited to some extent by the established 
curriculum, Reader took it upon herself to push 
the students she encountered. Even still, she 
admits to feeling as though the program was 
not providing the professors—either fellow IEC 
teachers or Douglas College professors—with the 
necessary resources or the framework to provide 
the students the opportunity to learn the language 
at a college level. 
“These kids would have had a hope and could 
have succeeded and thrived and not be where 
they are instead of just having these degrees being 
pumped out,” Reader said. Later recalling a time 
that she remembers Douglas College professors 
requesting Douglas College to supply proper 
English teachers, to come and teach the students, 
Reader remembers the answer being, simply put, 
“no.” 
“I felt bad for the [Douglas College] professors 
and for the students [of the program]. They were 
left with the Chinese faculty having to choose 
what teachers would be adequate.” Considering 
the rate at the time for IECs was 5,000 Chinese 
Yuan Renminbi (CNY) per month—or 4,500 CNY 
in Reader’s case (or approximately $500 CAD in 
07/08, the time of her employment)—you can 
imagine this monetary restriction acting as a 
limiting factor. 
But English competency upon graduation 
for Douglas College’s China program students 
is only one example of the disparity present 
between the requirements enforced in Canada 
and China. While there are cultural differences 
and idiosyncrasies to be considered—not the 
least of which is an educational milieu drastically 
different from our own—the fact remains that the 
degrees up for grabs abroad are no different from 
those obtained here at home. 
Consider the following hypothetical situation: 
Student A attends classes in New Westminster; 
Student B attends classes at David Lam. Student 
A is required to meet the minimum entrance 
requirements of a grade of a C in English 
12; Student B is only required to display a 
rudimentary understanding, with no formal 
documentation or credential. Student A is put 
on a waiting list to gain admittance to a class; 
Student B is admitted regardless and without 
question. Student A is paying $15,000 CAD for 
four years of study (not including additional fees 
and textbooks); Student B is paying less than 
$10,000 (all inclusive). Student A fails their course 
and is provided with little to no options to appeal 
or make up; Student B is provided with as many 
make up exams as is required for them to pass 
their course. Student A passes their program with 
a CGPA of 2.5; Student B passes the exact same 
program with a CGPA of 4.05 due to academic 
tampering and the philosophy that “everyone 
graduates.” 
Reader comments that, “I had to leave 
[China], knowing and hearing stories that my 
students’ grades would be changed. Students that 
I did fail, would pass.” Though never witnessing 
it herself, Reader goes on to say that “they would 
make the exams easier, and easier, and easier, 
and it would be the Chinese faculty—not the 
professors of Douglas College.” This, according 
to sources, is the situation in regards to Douglas 
College’s China programs. 
What does this mean for Student A and 
Student B from our example? Student A represents 
every student currently enrolled at New 
Westminster and David Lam; Student B represents 
every student attending classes at SIFT and HIST 
as part of Douglas College’s Canadian degree 
China program. 
With sources saying fewer and fewer Douglas 
College faculty are directly involved in the 
program in China, with purportedly up to 4/5 of 
the instruction being done by Chinese faculty in 
Chinese, who stands to benefit from the current 
system? It’s certainly not the China program 
students who earn their BBAs and are unable to 
understand English, and it’s most certainly not 
the Canadian students who are left facing an 
increasingly competitive post-graduation market.
 “International education is worth about $7 
billion a year to the Canadian economy. For 
Chinese students who don’t have the money 
to study overseas, a foreign education inside 
China is an affordable option,” reports 16x9 
correspondent Patrick Brown.
International education is a great way for 
students to become immersed in new culture, 
learn, travel, and network. It is actively 
promoted countrywide by the Canadian 
Consortium for International Education 
Marketing (CCIEM). Schools involved in the 
consortium send representatives across the 
globe to attract students to their institutions. 
Douglas College is tied to the CCIEM by 
means of membership to the Association of 
Canadian Community Colleges. 
International education is a financially 
lucrative endeavour which is beneficial for 
both schools that host international students 
and schools that send students abroad—many 
conferences are held worldwide with the 
purpose of enticing students to study abroad. 
Douglas College offers many 
field schools for its own domestic and 
international students to take part in. Some 
field schools, like the Wales Field School, also 
link students through to foreign universities 
where Douglas Associate of Arts and 
Science degrees are accepted to finish their 
undergraduate education. 
Being awarded a degree from Canada 
(in this case, a bachelor’s in Business 
Administration) is evidence that a student 
has mastered the skills that any Canadian 
undergraduate student would have—
including full English skills. With English 
being the second-most spoken language in 
the world after Mandarin, Chinese national 
students are inclined to learn English as 
a business skill in networking and for an 
inroad to the international job market. A 
potential employer in China would likely 
be very impressed by a Canadian degree 
because it implies that the graduate has 
the English language fluency necessary to 
obtain a Canadian undergraduate degree. 
What does the prestige of a 
Canadian degree mean?
International education market
What’s at risk?
As is outlined in the conclusion of the 16x9 
segment by former Dean of Commerce and 
Business Robert Buller, if the standard of 
education for students studying at HIST/SIFT 
is not raised to the level of regular Douglas 
College students, the student population and 
reputation of the college stands to suffer. The 
student population of Douglas College has a 
vested interest in the enforcement of Douglas 
educational standards when the school’s 
reputation and the perceived value of their 
education is at stake.
As we await the result of the upcoming 
external review, as well as seek further 
comment, stay tuned for more information 
as it becomes available to us. 
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By Jacey Gibb, Opinions Editor
Years ago, right about the time when Facebook was starting to pick up speed, a friend of 
mine was busy obsessing over his new 
“Twitter” account. He tried explaining 
to me how great this new website was, 
but I was too busy verbally abusing 
him over how unnecessary Twitter 
seemed. “So it’s basically just a status 
update? Why would someone take 
the worst part about Facebook and 
dedicate an entire website to it?” 
Now here we are in 2012, which also 
happens to be the year the world 
runs out of gas or something, and 
Twitter has become the second most 
popular social networking website 
in the world. Mere coincidence that 
this coincides with the end of times? 
Hmm.
Call me technologically archaic. 
Call me stubborn. Call me whatever 
you want, but I refuse to get aboard 
this bandwagon. I created a Twitter 
account several years ago because 
I was applying for a job that 
recommended having one, and I 
haven’t logged on since. Every now 
and then I get an email informing me 
that someone from my high school is 
now following me, but those messages 
make their way appropriately into my 
junk folder.
Why the hell would I want 
Twitter? So I can sit on the Internet 
all day, revelling in all the followers 
I’ve accumulated? I’m pretty sure no 
one’s ever gotten laid because of their 
Twitter stats and that’s not going to 
change in the near future. What am I 
missing that makes Twitter so great?
“It allows me to connect with 
other people.” Yeah? So does email. 
And Facebook. And text messaging 
and every other social networking 
website. In order to narrow our focus, 
let’s just compare tweeting to texting. 
The average text message allows 
for 160 characters, while a tweet is 
restricted to 140—that’s a whole extra 
sentence for you to break up with 
someone with! Texts go straight to 
your phone, whereas you require a 
smartphone or a computer to check 
your Twitter account. A text message 
is a private, direct conversation with 
one person while a tweet is out in 
the public for everyone to gawk at. I 
don’t know about you, but all these 
upsides sure are making me want to 
cancel my unlimited texting plan and 
reinvigorate my Twitter account!
In 2009, a market research firm 
concluded that 40 per cent of tweets 
fell under the category of being 
“useless babble.” I used to be a serial 
status updater on Facebook, but 
now I rarely bother. First of all, if it’s 
something important, I’d prefer to 
tell people rather than have it simply 
come up in their newsfeed. But the 
main reason I’ve stopped updating my 
status so frequently is because most 
of what I used to say doesn’t matter. 
No one cares that “I’m in class lol” 
so why bother slapping that piece of 
groundbreaking news on my profile? 
Since constant updates are the kind 
of thing Twitter was meant for, it 
encourages people to continuously 
tweet irrelevant garbage that has no 
real importance.
Just like status updates, a lot of 
people use their Twitter account as a 
self-verifier for how funny they can 
be—or at least how funny they can 
be if they have time to think about 
it. I have friends that have hilarious 
updates because they’re genuinely 
funny, but the majority of people only 
develop a sense of humour when 
they’re behind a screen.
I’ll admit that thus far, Twitter has 
shown signs of resiliency. With every 
day that passes, another one of my 
friends informs me of their whimsical 
username and I’m forced to remind 
them that unless they’re making their 
way into Mordor to destroy a ring, 
I won’t be following them. Will my 
resistance to Twitter force me to retire 
to  a life where I’m constantly out 
of the loop and socially irrelevant? 
Perhaps. But at least where I live, in 
the real world, there’s no character 
limit or hash tags. #getalife
By Stephanie Trembath 
Communication has changed dramatically since the millennium; 
the inconvenience of searching 
for a phone booth has been 
replaced with an overflow 
of tweets and texts. In 2004, 
Mark Zuckerberg successfully 
launched Facebook—the largest 
social networking system to 
date with over 800 million users 
worldwide—and in 2006, Jack 
Dorsey launched a new SNS that 
featured microblogging, where 
users send short texts of only 
140 characters. 
With approximately 300 
million global users, Twitter is 
quickly claiming centre stage in 
social media systems through 
small “bites” of information, 
connecting users through a 
streamline of conversations. 
Unlike Facebook, Myspace, 
blogs, and other SNS, Twitter 
enables its users to engage 
through a framework that 
interacts much like an 
expanding dinner party; the 
guest list never ends. 
Prior to this year, I avoided 
Twitter at all costs. Because 
I’m not especially tech savvy, I 
stuck with Facebook despite the 
increasing advertisements and 
game invitations. Over the last 
two years, and over countless re-
designs, my opinion of Facebook 
has changed; too many add-ons, 
applications, advertisements, 
and format changes leave me 
slightly irritated after use, and 
sending a quick message has 
become much too embedded 
and involved. 
Tweeting, on the other hand, 
is simple and straightforward. 
Rather than collecting “friends,” 
one collects “followers,” 
which is perfect for sending 
out mass texts of information 
and generating a collective 
conversation. It isn’t invasive 
as there isn’t as much room to 
create a personal profile, and 
unlike blogs, Twitter’s primary 
goal is to create quick, short 
bursts of information, sending it 
out viral for anyone to receive. 
Twitter also creates huge 
opportunities in promoting 
businesses, networking, and 
establishing brands, which is 
perfect for anyone aspiring 
to find jobs in the creative 
economy. 
For students, such as myself, 
who find themselves penny 
pinching and perhaps giving 
up minor comforts to afford 
classes, Twitter is the perfect 
way to quickly catch up on 
news, sporting events, fashion 
trends, world tragedies, and any 
other facts normally featured in 
news media and on television. 
A few years ago when I moved 
out, I gave up television to 
continue enjoying nice jeans and 
red wine. Thanks to Twitter, I 
now don’t have to read an entire 
newspaper to quickly catch up 
on news worthy events. 
The bottom line: you have 
to Tweet it to beat it. In our fast-
paced media driven economy, 
if you are not current with 
cultural trends and news media, 
then you’ll find yourself at a 
major disadvantage compared 
to those who engage in social 
networking systems and the 
viral trend of micro-blogging. 
For students, Twitter is the 
perfect way to stay in touch 
with news media without taking 
away time from studying. For 
graduates entering the economy 
and seeking employment 
opportunities, Twitter is a 
unique tool to create your own 
brand and network with other 
professionals and businesses in 
your employment sector. 
The trouble with Twitter
Just another social networking tool for me to not care about
Tweet it to beat it:  
Twitter taking centre stage of social media systems
“With every day that passes, another one of my friends informs me of 
their whimsical username and I’m forced to remind them that unless 
they’re making their way into Mordor to destroy a ring, I won’t be 
following them.”
“In our fast-paced media driven economy, if you are not current with 
cultural trends and news media, then you’ll find yourself at a major 
disadvantage compared to those who engage in social networking 
systems and the viral trend of microblogging.”
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By Jacey Gibb, Opinions Editor
“Education is absolutely a right.”
Peggy Nash, an NDP party 
member and party leader hopeful, 
believes strongly in the importance 
of schooling for today’s youth. 
And why shouldn’t she? With each 
generation garnering more post-
secondary credentials than the last, 
continuing life as a student beyond 
high school graduation is a must. 
But this dedication to education 
often comes at a cost: student debt. 
According to recent statistics, 
if you’re an average university 
student in BC, you’ll accumulate 
$27,000 in debt by the time you 
finish. It’s because of sad truths like 
this that students in Canada rallied 
together on February 1 to support 
the National Day of Action.
Organized by the Canadian 
Federation of Students (CFS) and 
carried out by campuses across 
the country, including our very 
own Douglas College, the National 
Day of Action was meant to raise 
awareness about student debt and 
send a message to the government 
that students want more from their 
education than just a hefty price 
tag.
Jill Griffin, the DSU’s External 
Relations Coordinator and one of 
the people who helped make the 
National Day of Action at Douglas 
possible, says the event was a huge 
success. “The Day of Action not 
only gave students at Douglas the 
opportunity to show the college 
that they are in strong opposition 
to more tuition fee increases, 
but also helped unite us with 
students across BC and the country 
demanding proper funding for 
colleges and universities.”
But one can’t help wonder: can 
a day really make a difference? 
According to the CFS, it has in 
the past. Since 2005, students have 
been coming together to protest the 
price of furthering their education, 
and in some cases have been treated 
to victories. Last year, there was a 
$410-million injection into a needs-
based grant program in Ontario. 
The year before that, Nova Scotia 
reintroduced their own needs-based 
grant system. Provincial tuition 
freezes and fee caps have also come 
as a result of past student protests. 
For an example closer to home, a 2 
per cent tuition fee cap was put into 
effect in BC in 2005 after similar 
actions were taken by students. This 
meant that institutions couldn’t 
raise the cost of tuition by more 
than 2 per cent a year, helping 
safeguard students against steep 
increases.
I, like many of you, am 
approaching my graduation from 
post-secondary with caution. Part 
of me suffers from the anxiety that 
comes with being an adult in the 
real world, but my major concern 
comes from how much debt I’ll 
have accumulated by diploma time. 
My family is all a province away 
and with the amount of courses I’m 
taking, I can’t make room in my 
schedule for a job. That’s where my 
student loans help me out, but if the 
statistics are any indication, they’re 
going to end up costing me in the 
long run.
While it’s too soon to say if this 
month’s National Day of Action 
had any impact on the rising tuition 
fees or funding cuts, the mere 
existence of movements like this 
means we’re not alone in this battle. 
While the government is typically 
the target of peoples’ criticisms, 
you have to hand it to politicians 
like Nash who are trying to make 
a difference. The fact that there are 
people willing to speak out against 
the system gives me hope for the 
future. If only hope could help me 
pay off my student loan.
I love my Kindle: confessions of a Kindle addict
By Allie Davison, Staff Writer
I’ve always been a reader. From my first book, Green Eggs and Ham, I was hooked. Times 
have changed since I was a small 
child, grabbing for my next picture 
book, and although I was first 
apprehensive about the new age 
of reading, but over the past six 
months, since I received my Kindle, 
I’ve fallen in love. 
I don’t have the fanciest, or 
newest, Kindle. Mine is the Kindle 
Keyboard. It doesn’t have a touch 
screen, or a 3G network—I can 
survive with Wi-Fi and buttons. The 
battery lasts for about two months, 
one and a half if you leave it on 
all the time (like I do), and it can 
hold 3,500 books. More books than 
I could ever imagine physically 
owning (I’m pretty sure 3,500 book 
books wouldn’t even fit in my 
apartment).
A great thing about the Kindle 
is their cost. You can get a 6-inch 
Wi-Fi Kindle for only $79. That’s 
by far the cheapest good-quality 
e-reader on the market. This is their 
very basic Kindle—if you want one 
of the more fancy versions (touch 
screen, 3G network, etc.) the costs 
ranges from $99 (the Kindle Touch) 
to $139 (the Kindle Keyboard 3G) to 
$390 (the massive Kindle DX).
Certain critics have claimed 
that reading with an e-reader 
takes away from the true reading 
experience. Well, my friends, I 
beg to differ. My e-reader enables 
me to read more! And of a wider 
variety. I’m not about to give up 
my paperbacks, but when I can’t 
afford the newest George R.R. 
Martin book, Dance of Dragons ($38 
at my nearest bookstore) in all of its 
hardcover glory, than I can buy it 
for a mere $9.97 at the Kindle store 
online. 
The Kindle e-book store also 
offers over 5,000 completely free 
e-books. These include classics such 
as A Tale of Two Cities by Charles 
Dickens, and Alice’s Adventures 
in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll. 
There are books I never would have 
bought, such as The Illiad by Homer 
or Utopia by Sir Saint Thomas More, 
that I can now download for free! 
Free books! What more could a 
bookworm ask for?
A major complaint I’ve heard 
about the Kindle is its lack of 
compatibility with certain files 
(EPUB). Well, have no fear! 
Technology will save the day! A 
simple download of a free program 
will covert all those pesky EPUB 
files into happy Kindle files. The 
first thing you should download 
though is Calibre, an e-book 
management program. This 
program not only lets you see all 
the e-books in your collection, but 
will convert e-books to compatible 
files too. Calibre also lets you add 
or remove e-books from your 
device, making it a very useful 
program.
I’ll just get a tablet, you say? 
Well, tablets are all well and good, 
but Kindles use E Ink display. 
E Ink makes the books not only 
look better, but also easier to read. 
While my eyes start to hurt after a 
few hours of staring at a computer 
screen, this isn’t an issue with my 
Kindle. I can gaze adoringly at its 
screen, and even read, for countless 
hours with no negative results! 
You win this round, Kindle. 
Good job, my love. 
 
Can a day make a difference?
National Day of Action shines the spotlight on student debt
“Since 2005, students have been coming together to protest the price of 
furthering their education, and in some cases have been treated to victories.”
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By Natalie Serafini
I pride myself on being a gracious loser. In the face of struggle, strife, and sucky situations 
where I definitely don’t come 
out on top, I push myself to be 
generous. Even as I bite back 
a grimace at the bitter taste of 
losing, swallowing the disdain 
that I feel at my core, I’ve gotten 
good at accepting defeat and being 
genuinely happy for the victor. 
Unless they’re that person. They 
work hard, they’re superbly kind 
and friendly so you can’t really 
dislike them—but you do anyways. 
Their success is just too hugely 
expected. 
You think, “I could do better 
than them if I set my mind to it, I 
just haven’t yet.” They’re your rival, 
but only in your head, and only 
because they’re too perfect in every 
way. It’s almost impossible to be 
completely happy for these people. 
I’m fine with being happy for 
unfortunate people who randomly 
do better than me because the stars, 
planets, and heavens aligned in 
their favor; I’ve decided that is how 
they beat me, and since even I can’t 
fight the supernatural, I might as 
well be happy for their questionable 
victory. They can look back on their 
moment of triumph decades from 
now and feel good about having 
beaten Natalie Serafini in that egg 
race at camp.
So you can be genuinely happy 
for the losers who win, because 
you’re generous and deep down 
you know it was a fluke—yeah, it 
was a fluke. My thing is, I like for 
other people to succeed, but within 
reason.
You can’t be completely happy 
for the perfect people because 
their success is altogether too 
consistent and too huge: they get 
better grades than you, they’re the 
valedictorian, and they get all the 
solos in choir. I’m always impressed 
and vaguely glad for them, but 
my congratulatory message 
is often another story. When I 
congratulate these people on their 
roaring success, it’s a generic 
“kongratulations!” with a “k.” They 
don’t need anyone else telling them 
they’re fantastic.
Is this okay? I do it, but as 
much as I like to find reasons to 
justify my bad attitudes, I think 
it’s better to be a gracious loser. 
I always find myself eventually 
liking people I started off hating. 
Why not push past the disdain 
from the start? You get the pride of 
knowing you’re incredibly mature 
and generous. Hey, maybe you even 
beat them in that category? Go you! 
Besides, as much as I am pro-
bitterness, it’s not worth it to fixate 
on the accomplishments of others 
as compared to your supposed lack: 
you end up wasting time that could 
be spent on getting ahead! 
So even if it’s painful to get the 
words out, congratulate people for 
their accomplishments, however 
many there are; when you’re a 
roaring success, you’ll have that 
many more people returning the 
sentiment. Keep congratulating 
people until your fake happiness 
for them is genuine!
A congratulation that counts
Where flattery meets phony
“I’m fine with being happy for unfortunate people who randomly do 
better than me because the stars, planets, and heavens aligned in their 
favor; I’ve decided that is how they beat me, and since even I can’t fight the 
supernatural, I might as well be happy for their questionable victory.”
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Football Fever
Pro Bowl wrap-up
Djokovic cleans up Down Under
By Josh Martin, Sports Editor
Tennis superstar Novak Djokovic is unstoppable. No one seems to be standing 
in his way. And with the pace 
he’s going at... no one will in the 
foreseeable future.  
Last week Djokovic took home his 
third Australian Open title with a 
5–7, 6–4 , 6–2, 6–7, (5), 7–5 gallant 
effort win over arch-rival Rafael 
Nadal in the longest Grand Slam 
final in history—a gruelling five 
hours and 53 minutes. It marked 
Djokovic’s fifth Grand Slam 
championship title and his third in 
a row—which have all been against 
none other than the Spaniard, 
Nadal. 
Djokovic has now beaten Nadal 
seven times in a row, however this 
particular match may be the most 
memorable between them yet as 
it was the first time the pair had 
ever gone to five sets against one 
another. Nadal started the match 
off with confidence, taking the 
first set 7–5 however, the 24-year-
old Serbian responded with a 
commanding grip—forcing Nadal 
to sprint from one side of the court 
to the other like a lap dog in the 
next two sets, winning 6–4 and 6–2. 
The fourth set went right down 
to the wire with Djokovic needing 
just one more win to take home the 
title, but there was no way “Rafa” 
would give up that easy. He came 
back in a dramatic fashion to take 
the set 7–6. 
By the final set, both players 
were physically exhausted. At one 
point the pair even had a 31-shot 
rally going—which Nadal finally 
won after Djokovic committed 
a backhand error. The big Serb 
fell flat on his back on the court, 
sprawled out... while on the other 
side of the court, Nadal, was keeled 
over on his side with his hands 
on his knees. It seemed as though 
Djokovic injured himself on the 
play as he was especially slow in 
getting up, however he didn’t give 
up. 
“At that point I was just 
thinking of getting some air and 
trying to recover for next point,” 
he said. “Thousand thoughts 
going through the mind. Trying 
to separate the right from wrong. 
Trying to prioritize the next point. 
I’m playing against one of the best 
players ever—the player that is so 
mentally strong. He was going for 
everything or nothing. “
From then on, the rest was 
history. 
Djokovic took the final set 7–5 
ending the game at a total of five 
hours and 53 minutes, surpassing 
the duration of Mats Wilander’s 
win over Ivan Lendl at the 1988 
U.S. Open, which took four hours 
and 54 minutes. 
After the top two tennis players 
in the world shook hands, the 
celebrations began for the Serbian. 
Djokovic tore off his sweat-soaked 
black shirt and ran towards the 
players’ box, pumping his arms 
over and over again and roaring in 
complete ecstasy. 
The number one player in 
the world just won the Australian 
Open title and beat Nadal for the 
seventh consecutive time... what 
isn’t there to roar about? He will 
be competing in the French Open 
at Roland Garros (a clay court 
Grand Slam, might I add) in May 
where there will be some tough 
competition waiting for him with 
home player Nadal—who holds the 
name “The King of Clay,” having 
been so successful on clay courts in 
the past. 
It will be quite the matchup, 
especially if the two stars happen to 
meet up once again.  
By David Hollinshead, Staff Writer
It’s become common knowledge that the Pro Bowl is pointless, and is only used to fill up the 
two weeks before the Super Bowl. 
The players don’t hit, or block, 
or cover, and it lacks anything 
competitive. Yet, it is still held 
annually as an honour. 
But professional football can’t 
be played for fun. There’s too high 
of a risk of injury.
 No one told Miami Dolphins 
wide receiver Brandon Marshall 
this. He decided that while 
everyone else was playing 
half-speed, he would use this 
opportunity to light it up. With a 
touchdown catch in each quarter, 
Marshall was named the Most 
Valuable Player of the game, and 
joined legends like Walter Payton 
and Jerry Rice with a banner on 
the rafters of Aloha Stadium. “You 
know what? I wanted it,” he said. 
“It’s a Pro Bowl. Some guys are 
playing 100 [per cent], some guys 
are playing 90, some guys aren’t 
playing at all, but it means a lot to 
be up in the rafters with some of 
these guys.”
This Pro Bowl also marked 
the only time that two rookie 
quarterbacks took part. Carolina 
Panthers first overall draft choice 
Cam Newton, and Cincinnati 
Bengals quarterback Andy Dalton. 
Dalton, the fourth quarterback 
selected to play, was only due to 
New England Patriots quarterback 
Tom Brady playing in the Super 
Bowl. Dalton would have the much 
better day though, as he went 
seven for nine for 99 yards and 
two touchdowns, both to Marshall. 
Newton went nine for 27 for 186 
yards, two touchdowns and three 
interceptions. 
Three receivers on the NFC 
squad had games over a hundred 
yards, to the AFC’s one. Carolina’s 
Steve Smith was Newton’s 
favourite target, with 118 yards 
and a touchdown. Atlanta tight 
end Tony Gonzalez had 114 yards, 
and Arizona wide receiver Larry 
Fitzgerald had 111 yards and three 
touchdowns. 
The NFC took an early first 
quarter 14–0 lead with back-to-
back Fitzgerald touchdowns from 
Green Bay Packers quarterback 
Aaron Rodgers, but the AFC 
tied it up in the same quarter as 
Pittsburgh Steelers quarterback Ben 
Roethlisberger would hit Dalton’s 
teammate A.J. Green and Brandon 
Marshall with their own back-to-
back scores. The second quarter 
saw both teams make changes at 
quarterback, and the scoring went 
back and forth. 
New Orleans Saints 
quarterback Drew Brees hit 
teammate tight end Jimmy Graham 
for a two-yard touchdown. 
Marshall would then get his 
next touchdown from San Diego 
Chargers quarterback Phillip 
Rivers on a 29-yard pass. Brees 
then hit Rodgers’ teammate Greg 
Jennings on an 11-yard touchdown 
before Rivers connected with 
teammate Antonio Gates to tie it 
up at halftime 28–28. The second 
half was given to the two rookie 
quarterbacks, and both Newton 
and Dalton would play the rest 
of the game. Oakland Raiders 
kicker Sebastian Janikowski had a 
beautiful 37-yard field goal giving 
the AFC their first lead. Newton, 
however, answered with a 55-yard 
strike to Smith to give the NFC 
the last lead it would have, as the 
AFC would begin a rout, scoring 
four consecutive touchdowns, 
two included Dalton throwing to 
Marshall, one was a Vonta Leach 
fullback dive, and the other one 
came courtesy of Kansas City 
Chiefs linebacker Derrick Johnson 
who returned an interception for a 
touchdown.
The NFC scored one more 
touchdown at the end of the game 
with Newton connecting with 
Fitzgerald for a final time to end 
the score at 59–41 for the AFC.  
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By Josh Martin, Sports Editor
The Royals women’s volleyball team fell against the Camosun College Chargers on Friday night by a score 
of 3—2 but bounced back the following 
day to defeat the Chargers in the second 
of their back-to-back matches, 3—1. They 
are currently in sixth place out of seven 
in the standings with a 3—19 record 
and six points through 22 matches. They 
don’t play again until Friday February 17 
and 18 against the Capilano University 
Blues. Both upcoming games are at 7 p.m. 
which will conclude their regular season 
schedule. 
The men’s volleyball team had back-
to-back wins against the Chargers this 
past weekend, both matches resulting 
in 3—1 wins. They are tied for first 
in the standings—along with the VIU 
Mariners—with an impressive 17—5 
record and 34 points in 22 matches. They 
too do not play until February 17 and 18 
with back-to-back home games, both at 
7:45 p.m. against the Blues to finish off 
their regular season.
The men’s basketball team was 
unsuccessful in their only game this past 
Friday against the Kwantlen Eagles, 
losing by a score of 80—63. They sit 
at seventh spot in the standings out of 
nine positions with a 5-8 record and 10 
points in 13 games. This Friday they’re 
at Capilano to face the Blues in an 8 
p.m. tip off. The next night they play the 
Quest Kermodes—who sit dead last in the 
standings with zero points—at 8 p.m. as 
well. 
The women’s basketball team 
lost against the Eagles this past Friday, 
68—53. They are currently eighth in the 
standings with a 2-11 record and four 
points. This weekend they play the Blues 
on Friday at 6 p.m. and the Kermodes on 
Saturday at 6 p.m. 
Go check out a game and support 
your Royals!
Royals Roundup
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Defensive doubtsCanucks Corner
By Josh Martin, Sports Editor
Roberto Luongo; a superhero by day and a villain at night.
 It has been a constant 
rollercoaster ride for the 
goaltender in the world of media 
upon his arrival several years 
ago here in Vancouver. One day 
he is our “saviour,” the next day 
he is the reason why we lost the 
Stanley Cup. 
A love-hate relationship 
has developed over the years 
between the Olympic medalist 
and the Vancouver Canucks fans 
which makes it that much easier 
to blame everything on him 
whenever something seems to go 
awry. But lately, it hasn’t been that 
way.
He saved the day once again 
this past weekend in an afternoon 
game against the Colorado 
Avalanche where the Canucks 
simply didn’t deserve to win—a 
pattern which has manifested and 
become quite evident in the last 
couple of outings the Canucks 
have been a part of. They were 
sloppy, they gave up quality 
scoring chances, and they were 
outshot 46–29. 
A defensive nightmare.
 However, from an outsider’s 
point of view it might not seem 
like a big issue with the fact that 
the Canucks are still somehow 
managing to stay in games while 
getting some quality points. But 
how much longer will Luongo 
and Cory Schneider be able to bail 
the entire team out? How much 
longer can they handle the heat? 
Something’s got to give.
Luongo made 44 saves on 
Saturday afternoon, 40 saves 
against the Detroit Red Wings last 
Thursday while backup Schneider 
made 37 saves on 39 shots against 
the Chicago Blackhawks last 
Tuesday night. In the span of those 
three games the Canucks were 
outshot 128–87 and yet still won 
two of them, scoring a total of nine 
goals while giving up eight. 
Now, this raises a few 
questions.
 Should the city of Vancouver 
really be worried about such a 
pattern? Or is it just a little bit of 
a slip up in a long and gruelling 
82-game schedule where there 
are bound to be some bumps and 
bruises along the way? And how 
can anyone complain when the 
Canucks are still finding ways to 
win games?
As of right now it isn’t much 
of a worry, considering that it’s 
only been three games and a 
win is a win. Any team will take 
a sloppy two points over a loss 
despite giving up 46 shots on goal 
against the Avalanche. But it does 
raise a little bit of concern should 
this three-game bump turn into 
an ongoing formality nearing the 
end of the regular season.
So, what’s missing? Is it the 
absence of the solid top four 
defenseman that the Canucks 
need—a position which Christian 
Ehrhoff filled in so valiantly the 
last couple of seasons which 
earned him a huge contract with 
the Buffalo Sabres this year. 
Perhaps. 
Having such solid 
goaltending, the Canucks have 
options if they were to seek out a 
top four defenseman before the 
trade deadline on February 27, 
which seems to be the small gap 
that is missing to their puzzle. 
That option unfortunately 
includes backup goalie Schneider 
on the market for the best possible 
deal... That’s exactly what it 
would have to take for GM Mike 
Gillis to pull the trigger and make 
a move. 
But then that would leave 
us with just Luongo as the only 
choice heading into the post-
season... The unmasked hero/
villain who’s sticking around 
for another 11 years, according 
to his contract agreement. Will 
the Canucks then have the best 
possible team for a run at the cup? 
Or do they already have it?
 “In the span of those three games the Canucks were outshot 128–87 and 
yet still won two of them, scoring a total of nine goals while giving up eight.”
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By Keating Smith
The recent death of 29-year-old Canadian freestyle skier Sarah Burke came as 
a massive loss to the sport and is 
now raising questions and debate 
around just how far the bar is being 
raised in these respectively different 
but similar snow sports.
Prior to Burke’s death, 
in December 2009, American 
freestyle snowboarder, Kevin 
Pearce sustained a traumatic head 
injury, leaving him in a coma 
for several months after he had 
fallen on the “deck” of that very 
same half-pipe in Park City, Utah. 
Pearce miraculously survived 
his brain injury and after two 
years of rehabilitation, ESPN and 
Transworld Snowboarding report 
that Pearce has made solid attempts 
to get back on the mountain by re-
learning the basics of the sport.
So, wait a minute? Same half-
pipe, same resort, same time of year, 
and both athletes performed similar 
aerials. Is this just a coincidence, 
or are Burke’s devastating loss 
and these life-threatening injuries 
plaguing the sports for a reason? 
Are there any preventable measures 
that need to be put in place?
One could argue that in both 
sports the limits of tricks and 
maneuvers seen on today’s scale are 
being tested in the terrain parks and 
half-pipes of local ski and mountain 
resorts before being put to the 
ultimate test. There are summer 
camps in both Oregon and Whistler, 
where world-renowned athletes 
train year-round with the goal of 
landing gravity-defying feats to 
win big claims in sports history 
and receive huge earnings from 
their energy drink and/or clothing 
sponsors.
Despite nerve-racking 
consequences, when these athletes 
feel comfortable enough, they take 
their arsenal of “tricks” outside the 
safe boundaries of the resort life 
and into the backcountry areas of 
the high alpine, and to the streets 
and urban areas that have little to 
no safety factor.
For example, Scotty Lago, a 
multi-medaled X Games competitor 
and 2010 Olympic half-pipe bronze 
medal winner, sustained major 
facial injuries after smashing 
his face against his knee in the 
Wyoming backcountry while 
filming for the most anticipated 
and expensive snowboarding 
film in history, The Art of Flight. 
Following the dangerous kicker, 
which launched him 50 feet in the 
air before his injury, Lago’s jaw 
was wired shut for 8 months. On 
a positive note, shortly after his 
accident Lago continued on to 
compete in last year’s X Games and 
won the silver medal in half-pipe—
with his mouth still wired shut.
So what can we say about these 
recent accidents in the professional 
world of extreme skiing and 
snowboarding? There is no simple 
answer, as many factors are 
influencing why they happen. 
For starters, these sports are 
relatively new and their evolution 
is happening at a rapid pace. If you 
were to examine the X Games 10 
years ago, a simple 720-degree flat 
spin or backside rodeo would be a 
winning trick in big air competition. 
Today, the triple corkscrew 
1440-degree spins dominating these 
sports are simply the norm when it 
comes to winning competitions. 
Second, a very different 
counterculture aspect seen in both 
sports is that wearing a helmet is 
considered not cool. In fact, the 
majority of the time athletes only 
wear a helmet during competition 
or training runs leading up to a 
competition. The probabilities of 
smashing one’s head have now 
increased exponentially.
Lastly, unlike some organized 
sports, skiing and snowboarding 
are a way of life and the 
opportunities for an individual to 
express themselves are limitless. 
If athletes decide it’s their time to 
“huck” themselves off a 50-foot 
cliff while spinning and flipping 
multiple times, no one is really 
going to tell them they aren’t 
allowed. The limits of extreme 
sports extremes are being pushed 
harder than ever in history. If you 
can see or acknowledge this, it is 
easy to understand just why head 
injuries are occurring more often in 
these sports.
Investigating extreme 
snow sport head injuries
With the 16th Winter X Games wrapped up and 
the recent head injury-related death of Sarah 
Burke, the question is more present than ever: 
has the professional world of extreme skiing and 
snowboarding topped out?
The stars align in India
Premier League Soccer to make its debut
“If athletes decide it’s their time to ”huck” themselves off a 50-foot cliff 
while spinning and flipping multiple times, no one is really going to tell 
them they aren’t allowed. The limits of extreme sports extremes are being 
pushed harder than ever in history.”
“PLS has burst onto the scene with guns blazing and has effectively 
captured everyone’s imagination.”
By Eric Wilkins, Staff Writer
What do Hernan Crespo, Robbie Fowler, Fabio Cannavaro, Robert Pires, 
Jay Jay Okocha, and ex-Whitecaps 
manager Teitur Thordarson have 
in common? All of them are signed 
on to the new professional soccer 
league in India. 
In a world dominated by soccer, 
it should come as some surprise 
that the second-largest country (by 
population) is ranked by FIFA as 
158th in the world. India is mainly a 
cricket-crazy country, but Premier 
League Soccer (PLS) is seeking to 
change that. Based in West Bengal—
arguably the most soccer-mad area 
in India—the league is set to begin 
its inaugural season sometime in 
March.
With six clubs in the league, the 
idea is to have an “icon” player for 
each team, a foreign coach, up to 
two other foreign players, and an 
Asian player. The rest of the roster 
is to be filled out by local players in 
an effort to increase the talent pool 
for national team selection.
While India, in fact, already has 
a soccer league, the I-League, the 
level of play is not that high and the 
star attractions are simply not there. 
It has failed to produce any real 
talent for the international stage, 
and its top scorers are consistently 
foreigners. PLS has burst onto the 
scene with guns blazing and has 
effectively captured everyone’s 
imagination.
Following the example set by 
Major League Soccer (MLS), PLS 
has set a salary cap for its franchises 
at $2.5 million to prevent any team 
from gaining an unfair financial 
advantage. The small league also 
has a solid monetary start due 
to the international broadcast 
rights already being sold to media 
company MP & Silva. 
Despite still being very much 
so in its infancy, PLS has managed 
to receive copious amounts of 
worldwide attention, and other 
high-profile names are beginning 
to be connected with the budding 
league. Michael Owen, Nicolas 
Anelka, and even former England 
manager Sven-Goran Eriksson 
are rumoured to be interested 
in joining. “I think that, with no 
disrespect to the likes of Robbie 
Fowler, one year of success and 
you will see bigger names coming 
here. This is only the beginning,” 
said Utpal Ganguly, secretary of the 
Indian Football Association. Before 
it has even started, the league has 
helped raise the profile of India in 
the soccer world, and, with a little 
luck, will carry through on the 
promise it has shown.
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Area homeless man mistaken 
for trendsetting hipster
Eyewitnesses impressed by fashion sense, 
surprised by lack of home
Capricorn
(12/22-1/19)
The planets may make quite a 
difference in your love life soon. In 
fact it’s destined that you and one 
classmate will end up together! That 
classmate will sleep through your 
wedding, leaving you at the altar.
Aquarius 
(1/20-2/18)
Bright colours can help you find a 
mate who will want to whisk you 
off on an adventure. Too bad your 
mate’s blind.
Pisces
(2/19-3/20)
You have a wonderful day of 
socializing ahead of you. Also, guess 
what? You’ll marry the first person 
you’ll hook up with on that day!
Aries
(3/21-4/19)
A sense of direction can help you 
wonderfully with your love life. That 
way, you and your partner won’t 
mistakenly drive off a cliff.
Taurus
(4/20-5/20)
Today, you might just bump into a 
lot of people. These people are all 
going to be your lifemates. You`d 
better find a large bed.
Gemini
(5/21-6/21)
Out with the old and in with new! 
Dump your long-time partner for 
that someone you met on holiday in 
Mexico!
Cancer
(6/22-7/22)
The planets encourage a new attitude 
toward relationships. From now on, 
use rags and chloroform. You`ll be 
passed out asleep and won`t have to 
face the rejection.
Leo
(7/23-8/22)
Today’s a good day to confess to 
your partner that you have herpes. 
It’s always good to bring stuff like 
that out into the open.
Virgo
(8/23-9/22)
Today’s atmosphere is favourable. 
Now would be the right time to start 
practicing your mating dance. Those 
female birds aren’t going to woo 
themselves.
Libra
(9/23-10/22)
This Sunday, you will enter into 
an awesome arena of a brand-new 
relationship by being in the Biggest 
Loser.
Scorpio
(10/23-11/21)
Romantic relationships bring new 
clothes, cars, and jewellery... if you 
date older people.
Sagittarius 
(11/22-12/21)
Be honest and open. Tell your 
partner about the various one-nights 
you’ve been having for the past 
fortnight.
With files from Livia Turnbull.
Valentine’s Day Edition! By Jacey Gibb,
Senior Hobo Correspondent
Two college students, Whitney Stanson and Ajay Harris, were shocked late 
yesterday afternoon when they 
discovered that the man they had 
been observing from across the 
coffee shop was in fact not an 
arts major like themselves, but 
actually a homeless man who’s 
been squatting in the area for over 
a month.
“My friend and I just started 
coming here recently, mostly 
because the coffee shop we used 
to go to refused to go vegan-
only,” Stanson explained to The 
Other Press. “Anyways, we were 
just sitting there, discussing the 
significance of Holden’s hunting 
hat in Catcher in the Rye when 
in walks this guy. At first, we 
thought he looked like someone 
that maybe goes to the same grad 
school we do, but then a girl 
working overheard us talking 
about him and said that he was 
actually just some homeless guy.”
Whitney noted that the 
scraggy, poorly-maintained beard 
that the man was sporting as the 
first thing to draw her attention. 
“I’m around a lot of terrible 
beards at my school, but his 
was a mess. Noticeably patchy, 
with what I at first thought were 
crumbs of food in it, but it was 
actually just bird shit. So raw and 
unconformed.”
For Harris, the man’s 
innovative garbage bag belt 
was the main thing that caught 
his eye. “He had this awesome 
garbage bag tied to his twine-
belt, which he was using to store 
cans and bottles that he’d dug 
out of the coffee shop’s trash. I 
wish I cared enough about the 
environment to riffle through 
disgusting garbage and carry 
empties around with me. I 
wonder if he got that bag off 
Etsy.”
Harris also praised the 
pungent odour emitting from 
the man, adding that “bathing is 
definitely overrated” and that the 
reason the man wasn’t wearing 
deodorant was probably because 
of “all of the aluminum and 
stuff that they put in it,” which 
apparently is “super bad for you.”
Footage from the shop’s 
security camera shows the man 
entered the store at 3:15 p.m., 
clearly intoxicated and dressed 
primarily in baggy neon-coloured 
clothing that someone could only 
find nowadays in a thrift store or 
dumpster. “His clothes were so 
fresh!” Whitney praised.
Despite his poor hygiene 
and pessimistic world views, 
one of the baristas working at 
the time insisted that the man 
wasn’t an aspiring musician or 
self proclaimed expert on human 
interactions, but in fact, just 
homeless.
“He comes in all the time. 
Usually just digs through the 
garbage, but if there’s a new 
person working, he’ll ask for the 
bathroom key and go shoot up in 
there. It’s really quite sad.”
When The Other Press 
approached the homeless man/
fashion icon at his residence 
in a cardboard box behind a 
neighbouring Arby’s, he simply 
asked for change, followed by a 
barrage of racial slurs.
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New species of jellyfish discovered in the Lower Mainland, being used in sushi 
Cnidari-licious
Continued on pg.25
By Joel MacKenzie, 
Senior Gastrological 
Ichthyology Correspondent
A newly discovered species of jellyfish, perhaps genetically engineered by a partnership 
of fast food and grocery companies, 
is being served in a local sushi 
restaurant.
A team of biology students 
from Douglas College came across 
the previously unidentified species 
when collecting algae in English 
Bay early in January. Several 
students pointed the animals out to 
their professor Dr. James Hadden, 
who promptly pulled it out.
“I’ve had my fair share of bad 
luck with jumping in the ocean with 
jellyfish in the past,” said Hadden, 
through a severely swollen face. 
“But this leap finally proved worth 
it.” 
The specimen was taken 
to the Douglas College biology 
department’s jellyfish analysis 
room, created and solely used 
by Hadden, to be examined. The 
creature was almost entirely hollow, 
save for a fist-sized white clump of 
apparent brain tissue. Its body was 
mostly transparent, except for three 
red, circular markings atop what 
appeared to be a yellow Subway 
restaurant logo on one side.
Dozens of other specimens 
have since been collected by 
Hadden and his students in both 
fresh and salt water bodies around 
the Lower Mainland. Most are 
around 18 inches long and have 
two small tails (assumedly used for 
navigation) on their back ends; their 
colours range from clear to blue to 
white. Other unique markings have 
been discovered on their bodies, 
all pertaining to major fast food 
and supermarket companies. Many 
look-alike specimens initially fooled 
the research team, being similar 
in appearance and featuring neat 
English phrases such as “Thank 
you” or “Please recycle”; though 
these were quickly determined to 
be plastic bags.
When the companies whose 
names appeared on the animals 
were contacted about the markings, 
they did not deny that they had 
genetically engineered the animals 
in an extreme viral advertising 
experiment. However, they did not 
affirm, either; they each instead 
quickly side-stepped the question 
with unrelated comments about 
their company’s attitudes towards 
pollution. Could the company’s 
similar responses indicate that they 
are together involved in creating 
the species?
Lee Gifu, chef at Coquitlam 
Sunshine Sushi, doesn’t mind if 
they are: either way, he’s getting 
delicious results. He’s been serving 
local jellyfish in his restaurant for 
over five years, and by chance 
began catching and serving this 
species several months ago. He 
praises its salty taste, chewy texture 
and probable disease-fighting 
properties. “Some species [of 
jellyfish] never die,” he explains, 
suggesting that eating them may 
give us similar powers. “Just don’t 
fry them,” he says, warning of “the 
bad kinds of fats.”
The Chewy Snoopy Rolls he 
serves them in are the third best 
selling dish in his restaurant, after 
Black Chewy Tempura and Clear 
Chewy Salad.
Even in defeat, Tom Brady still leads a life better than 
you could possibly attain or imagine
Slow celebrity news day compels nation to give two shits about Fred Durst

